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E Holy Ghoſt, by the apoſtle Perer, has 
1 ving commanded us to Be ready always 10 


give an anſwer io every man that aſteth us 4 fee 
F 


of the hope that is in us, with meakneſs and fear ; 

have thought it expedient, ,as well for the vindi- 
cation of out pteſent conduct to the chriſtian 
world in general, as for the infotmation and fa« 


tisfaction of the various congregations in our own 


connexion in particular, to publiſh rhe followin 
account of our late Ordination, the authority 
lead for it, and the cauſes that made it neteſ- 
ary. We are not ignorant of the many cenſorious 
refletions that have paſſed on our conduct, and 
hard ſpeeches that ſome Profeſſors, as well out of 
the Eſtabliſhment as in it, have ſpoken againſt us, 
as introducing a new Schiſm into the Church of 


hriſt, (which God forbid). For the conviction 


£ therefore of every candid chriſtian, (though we have 


ever deſpaired of removing the prejudices of the 


moſt bigotted, whether Churchmen or Diſſenters) 
we beg leave ro ſubſoin the following Letter, 
drawn up, previous to our Seceſſion, for the infor» 
mation of the Biſhops, and a proper Apology for 
ourſelves ; which will beſt explain our Principles 
and our Conduct. | Ss 155 a = po 8 ; We TFH 6 


£ bed 
© & 5 ae 


* 


25 
* 
= 


* 
* 
- 
- 
£4 ; 
_— 
4 
1 
”. 
RET 
I * 
ay 
- 


iv INTRODUCTION. 
TD. TY Io 
THE moſt Reverend the Arch-Biſhops, and 


the Right Reverend the Biſhops, of the Church 
of England. | „„ 


« WE, whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, 
beg leave with all humility and due reſpect to in- WW 
form your Lordſhips, that we have for ſome time 
paſt been engaged in the ſervice of the chapels 
ro the Counteſs Dowager of Huntingdon, 
an that thoſe places of worſhip, under 

e protection of her Ladyſhip, as a Peereſs of the 
realm, were in no wiſe contrary to the laws eccle- 
)).. 


*. * 


* . 


But whereas, by a late deciſion in the conſiſtorial 
Court of the Biſhop of London, it appears that her 
Ladyſhip cannot authorize us to officiate in her 
chapels in the Fete manner wherein we have 
been accuſtomed to exerciſe our miniſtry, we per- 
_ . cave ourſelves (as long as we continue in the eſta- 
; bliſhed church) reduced to the neceſſity of know- 
jingly and wilfully oppoſing the laws of that church 
whereof we at preſent are miniſters, or of with- 
drawing our ſervices from the various congrega- 


tions to whom we have miniſtred for a long ſeaſon, 
and truſt, we have, by the bleſſing of God, been 
made uſeful. But as we cannot take either of 
| theſe ſteps with a good conſcience, nor ſubmit to 
thoſe [eccleſiaſtical canons that would prevent the 
diſcharge. of the , miniſterial commiſſion, we have 
received from God and man to the fulleſt extent; 
and yet deſire from principle (as we have invaria- 
bly done from our ordination) to ſpread and main- 

_ tain faithfully the fundamental doctrines contained 
in the Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy of the 
OR, EE  e —  -- pap 
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Church of "England, through the various parts of 


this kingdom, as we have opportunity: We think 
there is no alternative left, but for us to ſeeede or 
withdraw peaceably from the eſtabliſned church; 


and under the protection of the Toleration- Act 


continue to maintain her doctrines, though we can- 


not in all things ſubmit to her diſcipline: And 


matical ſpirit, not from a deſign to propagate 


hereſies in the church of God, nor from any ſini- 


ſter or lucrative motives whatſoever ; but from a 


ſimple view of glorifying God, of preaching the 


goſpel, and of being uſeful to our 'fellow-crea- 
tures, in that way which is molt agreeable. ro our 


own conſciences, and which we humbly conceive 
to be moſt calculated for the general good of thoſe 
many thouſands that attend the miniſtry of our- 


ſelves and of thoſe connected with us. And as 


minations, to worſhip God in the way moſt agree- 


able to their conſciences, We flatter ourſelves -our 
conduct will give the leſs offence, in this Land of 
Liberty, to our ſuperiors in church and ſtate: eſpe- 


this we deſire to do, not from a factious or ſchiſ- 


great indulgenees have lately been given by the 
Legiſlature to religious perſons of various deno- 


cially as we determine to maintain the doctrines of 


the former, and in all things deſire to acquit our- 
ſelves as faithful and dutiful ſubjects belonging to 
dhe latter. ; | ; 


We will not trouble your Lordſhips any far- 
ther than by obſerving, that we have no other 
view in this addreſs, than to declare ſimply our 


reſolutions and our motives thereunto: and in this 


our Seceſſion (to which we are compelled more by 
neceſſity than by choice) to acquit ourſelves not 


. W 


only in a manner conſiſtent with our open and 


„ INTRODUCTION: . 


uniform conduct hitherto, but in ſuch a way as 
ſhould appear moſt reſpectful to your Lordſhips, 
as governors. of the eſtabliſhed church; 2 
 heſeeching the Great Shepherd and Biſhop-of Souls 
tao direct — bleſs your Lordſhips in all ſuch un- 
dertakings as ſhall be moſt foe the 9 5 of God 


_ * good of the church. . 


e W. ILLS. 
WILIA e 


. 8 hs briefly _ imply ſtated our mo- 
tives for Seceſſion, We ſhall only add, that mean- 
ing to go on peaceably in our preſent line, aceord- 
to the conviction of our own conſciences, we 
ſhall not trouble the world or ourſelves with future 
conteſts with thoſe of any other denomination, that 
oppoſe themſelves to us and our proceedings: For 
with us it is a very ſmall thing that wwe ſhould be 
Judged of them, or of man's. judgment. Tu our own 
maler we ſtand or fall. Therefore judge nothing be- 
fore the time, until the Lord come, who 'both will 
Ning tv light the hidden things of darkneſs, and will 
male manifeſt the counſels of the beart ; erage ne 
ö 5 . : 
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N FOR Maieh the mY 70 3. * * 
appointed for the firſt ordination of miniſters 


5 in the Counteſs. of Huntingdon's connection, to be 


beld! in her ee chapel, n nN 59 


At nine o clock i in the morning, the Rev: Me: 


ill, and the Rev. Mr. Taylor (who had previouſly 


ſeceded from the eſtabliſhed church) entered the 
chapel with the ſix. young men, then to be ordained,” 
when there was the greateſt ſolemnity viſible on alt 
the congregation, which was remarkably great on 
this occaſion. —The two miniſters now took their 
places at each end of the communion table; while 
the ſix candidates ſeated themſelves immediately in 
the front, and on each fide of them the committee 


belonging to her Ladyſhip's chapel. ' 7 


Mr. Taylor then introduced the ſervice cof che ay | 


with part of the 112th hymn, viz. 
| Peace be to this congregation, 


Peace to every ſoul therein, 


| Peace the foretaſte of ſalvation, 


| Peace the fruit of cancel'd fin! = uf 
| AN = Peace 


1 


Peace chat foeaks i its heav'nly giver, 
Peace to ſenſual minds unknown, 
Peace divine that laſts for ever, 
Here erect its glorious throne. 


Prince of Peace, if thou art near us, 
Fix in all our hearts thy home; 

By thy ſwift appearing chear us, 
Quickly let thy kingdom come ; ; 

_ Anſwer all our expectation, - + - 
Give our raptur'd ſouls to prove, 

Glorious, uttermoſt ſalvation, _ 
Heavenly, everlaſting love. 2 


After this Mr. Taylor prayed very Coty, and 
foitably to the day and work before them In his 
prayer, he entreated the Loxp to give them his 
bleſſed preſence on the ſolemn occaſion they were 
then met for his direction, aſſiſtanee, andbleffir ng on 
the important buſineſs now before them and parti- 
cularly for the out pouring of the Hol v Gnos r, 
upon himſelf, Mr. Villi, and his brethren, then 
candidates for the office of miniſters. —For them 
eſpecially he prayed that Goo would make them 
wiſe, able, and faithful miniſters, and endue' them 
with every gift and grace neceſſary for ſo great, 
important and awful à work. — He now prayed 


for all the miniſters who loved and preached 


CHRIS FH — eſpecially for thoſe, in Lady Hunting - 
don's connection — and then very affeQtionately 
for her Ladyſhip,. and for an upiverſal ſpread of 

the everlaſting goſpel. —An beg ed again, moſt 
5 fervently, for 2 bleſſing upon the work they were 
now going to "4 engaged infor a deep, ſolemn, 
and W aa en "pon: = the hearers, and con: 


dasz 5 
SG up . „%% ͤ ÿQ Afie 


1 3 3 


After which, Mr. Taylor addreſſed the congres 
gation, by expreſſing his thankfulneſs to God. for 
continuing the precious goſpel in that place, not- 
withſtanding all the ſtorms 'and perſecutions it had 
met with, from the Nia: and various enemies 


| fince the opening of it.—He called them to wit- 
neſs (as a circumſtance they were not ſtrangers ro) 
how much the miniſters of Cng1sT had been op- 


| preſſed, and harrafſed by the Ecelgſiaſtical Courts, CBT 


Fines, and Canons, and prevented preaching where, 
Gop had evidently called them to labor. — As 
ſuch, he faid, they were under the neceſſity of 
either knowingly and wilfully oppoſing the laws 
of the eſtabliſhed” church, or receding from that 
work, which in their conſciences they believed 
they ought not to do. — He faid therefore, as 
honeſt and conſcientious men, they were deter- 
mined not to oppoſe the laws eſtabliſhed, nor 
give up a work Gop had evidently called 
them to.— They could not—they dare not they 
could not, he ſaid, ſubmit to thoſe Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Canons that would prevent them from exer- 
eiſing that miniſterial commiſſion, in its fulleſt ex- 
tent, which they had received from Gop and Man 
Dad which, he faid, authorized them to go forth 
into all the world, and preach the goſpel to every 
creature. — As therefore the diſcipline of the eſta- 
bliſhed church prevented their doing this, and for 
doing it, he faid, they had been cruelly, and 
ſhamefully driven from that church. They had 
therefore now no other method left them but 
to Secede, or quietly withdraw themſelves from it, 
and under the protection of the Toleration Act, 
continue to preach faithfully the Dolirines of that 
church, whoſe Diſcipline, as honeſt men, as 
cou : 


110 J 
could not, they dared. not ſubmit to.— Their de- 
parting from the eſtabliſhment, he ſaid, was not 
with any view, or deſign to ſpread error, and here- 
ſies in the church, Gop forbid — or from any 
mercenary views -whatſoever, Go D forbid — 
nor from pride or oſtentation, as ſome had ſneer- 
mgly ſaid, but with a pure and fimple view for 
tze glory of Goo, the furtherance of . the. goſpel, 
and the good of precious ſouls.—So that their ſe- 
- teding Foe the ani church was, he faid, 
for the eaſe_ of their own conſciences, and calcu- 
Jated,. he verily. believed, for the general good f | 
precious immortal ſouls. diſperſed throughout the 
world, and for the glory of the head of the church 
Jzsvs CHRIST. This obſervation, Mr. Taylor ſaid, 
It was neceſſary to make (in juſtice to themſelves). 
while it might explain to them the reaſons for their 
ſeceding. Many bitter, hard and cruel things, he 
obſerved, had been, and he was aware NT =_ 
- ſaid of them reſpecting their conduct imthis particu- : 
Hr; and this, he added was done, not only. by the 
wicked and prophane, but chiefly by thoſe profeſſing 
dlinefs; and forry, very ſorry, he ſaid, he was, that 
was obliged to remark, that many had done it, 
who evidently had felt the power of Gop upon 
their own ſouls but man was man—and enough 
was to be ſeen in the very beſt, to wean them from 
man, to truſt in Gop alone. Ixsus Chalsr, and 
not man, be obſerved, was their Lawgiver — the 
Loap and Judge of tbeir conſciences, and to 
Him, they ſhould. ſtand or fall. — Now, ſaid 
he (addreſſing himſelf, to the congregation) you 
Wioͤill eaſily perceive what are our preſent views and 
fentiments.. — This Bible, this precious Bible, 
-- (laying his hand upon it) we take for our 1 | 
3 : | was ER, ar 25 170 
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| [ 11 ] | | 
and acknowledge it as ſuch, in all matters of 
faith and practice. We have not, we dare 
not take any other; believing this Bible, there» 
fore, to be the only ſtandard, We receive, or 
refuſe, the Sentiments, Opinions, and Doctrines of e- 
very man, as weighed in this balance. And 


Farther, believing t is pure word of Gov, we do; | = 
er animo, dete, abbor, and a bjure, auch 


and heretical tenet; which ſuppoſes either that the 
Pope of Rome, the Biſhops of Exgland, or any in- 
dividual whatſoever, is the head of CHRIST SC 
church.— This is a prerogative; twere blaſphemy 
to ſay, belonged to any but /CrrxrsT- himſelf.— 
Him therefore, and only Him, We acknowledge 
as fuch, — And his pure, infallible, and eternal 
word, by which, he hoped” and believed they 
were taught, eneouraged them, yea, authorized 
them to' ordain, or ſet apart thoſe men, now be. 
fore them for the work of the-miniſtry,——Go forth, 
ſays. he, therefore, (addreſfing himſelf to the can - 
didates) into all the world, and preach the goſpel 
to every creature, and adminiſter the ordinances of 
God, according to his own divine appointment, 
whereſoever you are called. Then (addreſſing him - 
ſelf to Ne . he ſaid, this right of Ter- 
ting ſuch apart for the work of the miniſtry, we 
are fully perſuaded (from the word of God) is not 
only the work of Biſhops, now fo called, but of 
every faithful miniſter of Jesvs CHN IST, who are 
exactly deſcribed by the Pręſcytery deputed by the 

Hoy Gos, for ſuch work, in the days of che 
Apoſtles. — Now then Mr. Taylor, (ſpeaking to 
the people ſaid, You will eaſily perceive the intent; 
defign, and, ' purpoſe of our meeting here together 
this morning,—lt is to ordain, or ſet a 
Py! h Fe 7925 We * | k 
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the work of the miniſtry, theſe young men now 


before you —On our parts, we have carefully ex- 
amined into their principles, and from a knowledge 
of them, we verily believe them to be men devo- 
ted to Gop; ſound in the faith, and irreproacha- 
ble in their lives, tempers, condud, and conver- 
ſation, —- We hope and believe they are men, 
whom Gev- himſelf hath ſet apart, for the work of 


the miniſtry; and whom, we are this day called 
upon openly, and publickly to ordain before you 
all. 


Now Mr. T. aylor (going to the candidates) ſaid, 
dene ber I beſeech you, my dear brothers, the 
office you are now going to be inveſted with No 
office can be more ſublime, important, and aul, 
than that of the miniſtry—And as there is no ſmall 


dignity attending this office, ſo ſure I am alſo, 


from my own experience, there is no ſmall diffi- 
culty attending it. — And now, if ever, in a 
day like this, we may ſay, Lonp, who is ſuffi- 


cient for it. — Your office, he obſerved, in the 


very nature of it, is a great truſt, this the ſcrip- 
tures, the pure word of Gop, declares it to be, in 


the titles it gives to thoſe, who are called unto it 
My brothers (addreſſing them moſt earneſtly) 


you. are to be ſhepherds; as ſuch, you are to 


feed the. flock committed to you, by the great 


and chief ſhepherd, and which he hath - purcha- 


ſed with his own blood, in the rich paſtures of 
God's: word, where is meat for the ſtrong men and 
fathers, and milk for the lambs thereof—As. ſhep- 
herds, be kind to, tender and gentle over the weak 


of the flock=-here he: went through the various 


parts of the office of a ſhepherd, and recommended 


. moſt 9 and * to attend unto 


5 


tat 
u- Ken next obſerved, they were to be' ambaſſadors,” 
as ſuch, he ſaid, they were delegated from. Gon, ! 
with terms of peace to ſinners, of mankind—here 
he charged them moſt faithfully and ftridtly to abide; | 
by thoſe terms, and in no caſe whatever, deviate, 
from them—he told them they muſt not (at the 
peril of their ſouls) in any wiſe, depart from thoſe. 
terms—and which was the expreſs command of 
. Gov himſelf. — He told them, they were to be 
Watchmen, as ſuch, he called upon them to watch 
conſtantly, and perſeveringly, over their own ſouls, 
and the ſouls committed to their care —againſt all 
their various and great enemies, and eſpecially to 
take care and beware that they had not to anſwer 
for the blood of any Me. boldly and faith- 
fully deliver the whole council of Gop, not fearing 
the face of z any man. le next obſerved they were 
to be Builders in Gop's houſe, as ſuch, he charged 
them to look to the ſure foundation for thernſeles, 
and thoſe committed to their care to ſweep away 
all that refuge of lies, many were building upon, 
and remove away, like able workmen, all that 
ſtraw and ſtubble, many were building with, to the 
_ deſtruction of their precious ſouls, — And finally 
ſaid, they were to be labore in Gop's vineyard 
as ſuch, he called upon them to till the ground 
like able workmen, and plant, and ſow, and water, 
and look to ROW? Loxp of the: harveſt for- ee 
increaſe. itt 
Then n to the congregation, he begg · d 
es prayers for them, in each of theſe particular 
views, viz ſhepherds, ambaſſadors, &c. - and ear- 
neſtly prayed that Gop would make them wiſe, : 
able, and faithful miniſters of the New Teſtament 
ra that needed not to be aſhamed, —— 


ons Mr. 


i, 
Mr. Taylor then * them the 16 firſt verſes of 
. the 33d chap. of Ezek. Prophecy, and ſat down. 
Mr. Wills now roſe and ER out the Fx 
. 1 3 
ptain of thine enliſted bolt, be” 
iſplay the glorious bannet high; 
The ſummons fend from coaſt to coaſt, 
And call a numerous. army nigh, 


85 A folemn jubilee proclaim, -  / 


Proclaim the great 3 day 


615 Aſſert the glories of thy name, 


| Spoil ſatan of his wiſh'd for prey. 


5 bid thy heralds publiſh loud, 775 
he peaceful bleffings of thy reign; 

And when they ſpeak of ſprinkling blood, | 

The myſt'ry to the heart N og 


Fi Fight for thyſelf, O Jzsvs fight, 
he travail of thy ſoul re gain; 
Before the blind make anchors Sane 
And crooked paths do thou n plain. 


Mf. ili then informed the congregation, chat 
the Confeſſion of Faith to be figned by all the 
miniſters in her Ladyſhip's comnneftion;] and which 
dad been already ſobſeribed by the two ordaining 
miniſters, and thoſe that were to be now oidain- 


— 


ed, ſhould be at this time publickly read, as 32 


teſt of the principles of the miniſters, and as 4 
fecurity ta the people for the -great truths of the 
goſpel to be preached unto them. He: obſerved; 
that every ſociety had an inherent right to confti- 


tut ſuch regulations as they thought fit for the ad- 


miſton and the conduct of its u members: 
3 In: cm preſent caſe no compulſion 1 8 
I uſe 


= 4 Ms 1 
uſed or could be neceffary, as every candidate that 
objected to theſe terms might exercife his mini- 


ſtry amongſt other people, without voluntarily ſub⸗ 
jecting himſelf to theſe or 95 other reſtrictions: | 


and if, ſaid he, they preach Jzsvs Cunisr, we 
ſhall bid them God- . of whatſoever denomina- 
tion they ſhould be, Bur for our own part, though 
we are enemies to all compulſion on the conſcience, 
we are apprehenfive that without ſuch a confefl 
ſion, a door would be open amongſt us for every 
5 he and endleſs diviſions would probably enſue, 
nd Tv this confeſſion, to prove that we eparted 


= from the fundamental doctrines contained in | 


the articles of the church of England, (which we 
believe, not becauſe they are the church articles 

but becauſe they are contained in the word of > 
care has been taken to retain many of them, ver- 

batim; and to, ſupply the deficiencies from other 
quarters; upon the whole making it as conciſe. 
and as comprehenſive, as __ nature of the thing 
_ _ would admit of, COL . 


* 


HFaving ads theſe previous beate on the 
Confeſſion of Faith, he directed the junior candb> 
date to read it aloud to the TONES 775 


- | us then conth as/follows : : 


MY THEREAS ve, toe names are Weed ; 
| ſubſcribed; deſirous * to maintain the Chri- 


ſtian religion in its purity, but perceiving ſome 


things, in the Liturgy, and many things in the 


diſcipline and goverament of the eſtabliſned church, 
to be contrary to holy ſcripture, for the glory of 
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infinite power, wiſdom and 


That it i pleaſed Gov, at ſundry” times Lat in. 
Hes | divers a | 


we a 
conſciences, after the moſt mature and ſolemn deli- 
beration and prayer, thought it neceſſary, to ſecede 
or peaceably depart from the eſtabliſhment afore- 
ſaid. 

We have therefore found it expedient, for the 
welfare and unity of the various congregations 


wherewith we are connected, under the patronage 


of the Counteſs of Huntingdon, thus . ſolemnly, 
Jointly, and ſeverally to declare, that we do, accor- 
ding to the, word and the ſpirit of God, believe, 
confeſs, and ſubſcribe, from our. hearts, the follow- 


ing doctrines as ei ia Parts of the Chriſtian 


faith : which we purpoſe and reſolve, through the 
grace of God, publickly and privately, to maintain 
with all clearnefs and faithfulneſs, as we ſhall anſwer 


to that God, who ſearcheth the e viz, | 


ny WE BELIEVE... 
Or Gov. Yb gc Ele 


That F BER is but one er and, true Gov, 
3 without body, parts or paſſions; of 
goodneſs, the maker and 
preſerver of all things, both viſible and inviſible. 
Mod in nity of the Godhead there are three per- 


ſons of one ſubſtance, power, and eternity, the 
FarTHER, the Sox, and the HoLy Gn r. 


77 


F 057 THE Sexreronns. th 
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TS 1. 
. manners, to declare his will, and that the 
ſame ſhould be committed unto writing, which is 
therefore called the Holy Scripture; which con- 
taineth all things neceſſary to ſalvation, The au- 
thority whereof doth not depend upon the teſti- 
mony of man, but wholly upon Gop its author; 
and our aſſurance of the infallible truth thereof is 
from the inward work of the Hor y Gnosr, bear- 
ing witneſs with che word i in our W. FE 


th. 


o Cxy 41 10. 


ge pleaſed Gow! fas the 1 of His 85 
Glory, in the beginning, to create the world and 
all things therein; and having made man male 
and female, after his own image, endued with 
knowledge, righteouſneſs, and true holineſs; He 

22 them a command, not to eat of the tree of 
Enowledge of good and evil, with a power to 
fulfil it, yet under a poſſibility of tranſgreſſings 
being left to the liberty of their own' w, which 
Was ſubject unto 2 | | 


4 : 
I 7.0 1 A . 3 ws 4 i fo 4 . 


or - Thy Fare, or Miu" PROM | Ozzomat, 
IA, d 2h RIGHTEOUSNESS. | HO gDO 1, 


pn : 
2:35 14111 3 3214.4 * 


s being ſeduced! by the fubriley 
- bh roman of Satan; ' ſinned in eating the for- 


? * Wi oF 


4: ; biddeni fruit whereby they fell from their origi- 


nal righteouſneſs,” and became wholly 'defiled in all 

the faculties and parts of ſoul and body. And 
| * We” root of all 4 the-guile 1 
212 n 


2 


[#8 1 
bene imputed, and the ſame corrupted nature 
oonvched to all their poſtericy, deſcending from 


* by rn generation. 


v. 
Or Ozromman 81 N. 


Original fin ſtandeth not in the following of 
Adam, as the Pulagians. do vainly talk, but it is the 
fault and corruption of the nature of every man, 
that naturally 1s engendered of the offspring of 
Adam, whereby man is as far as poſſible gone from 
original . righteouſneſs, and is of his own nature 
' inclined to evil, fo that the fleſſi luſtech always 
cantrary to the ſpirit; and therefore in_every per- 
fon; horn into this world, it deſerveth'Gop's wrath 


and damnation. - And this infection of nature doth 


remain, yea in them that are d, yet with 
out dominion; and altho' chere is no condemna 
tion to them that. are in CyrisTs IEsus, yet fin in 
them is evil as much as in others, and W 
ceives „dhe, fatherly ä [3 85 


VI. 
Or PazprsrInATION AND ELxcrion. 


Although the whale mw is ** bene 8 
before Gop, it hath pleaſed Him to predeſtinate 
ans cho here life. e vo therefore 
to life is the everlaſting: purpoſe of Gop, whereby 
(before the foundation of the world were laid) He 
hath: conſtantly decreed by His counſel, ſecret to 

us, to delivet from curſe and damnatiog, theſe 
"os: 2 choſe in Quxier out Gf Man- 


art * . kind, 


% 


* 


[fo 2; 


| | kind, and to bring them by Cun 18 to everlaſting 


| q | falvation; „ as veſſels made to honor. Wherefore 
they which are endued with ſo excellent a benefir 


ef Gov, are called according to Gop's pu e by 
His Spirit working in due ſeaſon; they th 

obey the call; they are juſtified freely; tha are 
made' ſons af Gop by adoption; they bear the 
image of CurisT; they walk religiouſly in good 
works; and at length, by Gop's ene hoy” at 
tain to everlaſting felicity. 0 


yur. 3 
Or Canis THE drove. 85 
le oleaſed:Gop „in W 3 gt 


ordain the LoxD Jesvs, his _ begotten Sox, to 
be the Mediator between Gop and man, the Pro- 

het, Prieſt and King, the Head and Saviour of 

is church, unto whom he did from all eternity give 

a people to be his ſeed, and to be by Him in time 
| redeemed, called, juſtified, ſanRified, and glorified. 
He therefore being very and eternal Gop, of one 
ſubſtance and equal with the Fa THER, did, when the 
fulneſs of time was come, take upon him man's 
nature, yet without ſin, being conceived by the 
power of the Hol v GrosT in the womb of the 
Virgin Mary; ſo that two whole perfect and di- 
ſtinct natures, the godhead and the manhood were 


inſeperately Joined together in one perſon, without 


converſion or confuſion. Which perſon is very 
Gop and very man, yet one C unis r, the only Me- 
diator between Gop and man. This office of a 
Mediator and ſurety, He did moſt willingly une 


dertake's which that he might diſcharge, he was 
B 2 made 


. 20 1 
made under the "Ws and did perfectly fulfil it by | 
an obedience unto death: by which perfect obedi- | 
ence and ſacrifice of himſelf on the ee which 
he thro? the eternal Spirit once offered up unto | 
Gon, hath fully. ſatisfied divine juſtice, and pur- | 
chaſed. not only reconciliation, but an everlaſt- 
ing inheritance in the kingdom of heaven for all 
thoſe whom the FaTHER had given him: to all 
of whom he doth in his own time, and in his own 
way, certainly and effectually apply his purchaſed | 
redemption; making interceſſion for them, and re- 
vealing unto them through the word, and by his 
Spirit, the myſteries of falvation ; effectually ena- 
bling them to believe unto obedience, and govern- 
ing thefr hearts by the ſame word and Spirit; and 
MOR de 2 r enemies 5 8 og oe Power: 


* 


n 


71 


o THE. Horry. Guosr, | 


The —. Guoer is the third Perſon i in the a 
-dorable Godhead, diſtinct from the FarHER and 
the Sox, yet of one ſubſtance, glory and majeſty 
with them, very and eternal Gop. Whoſe office 
in the church is manifold : It is he who illuminates 
the underſtanding to diſcern ſpiritual things, and 
guides us into all truths ; fo that without his teaeh- 
Ing we ſhall never be effectually convinced of ſin, 
nor be brought to the ſaving knowledge of Go 
in Cunisr. And his teaching, whether it be by 
certain means, which he ordinarily makes uſe of, 
or without means, is attended with an evidence 
ceuliar and proper to itſelf, therefore ſtiled the 
OAT of the ſpirit and of * * 
2 whic 


1 a 1 


hich divine power he not only enlightens the un- 
derſtanding, but gives a” new turn or bias to the 
will and affections, moving and acling upon our 


hearts, and by his ſecret energetic influence ef- 


fecting thoſe things which we could never attain 


nor .accompliſh by our own ſtrength: nor is his 


guidance leſs neceſſary in our lives and all our 


actions. Without his aſſiſtance we know not what 
to pray for, or how to pray aright. He confirms 


us in all grace, and He is the author of all holi- 
neſs. It is He that aſſures us of our perſonal in- 
tereſt in CHRIST, and that ſheds abroad the love 
of Gop in our hearts. He ſeals believers unto 


the day of redemption, and is himſelf an earneſt 
of their future inheritance. He adminiſters com- 
fort to us in our temporal and ſpiritual diſtreſſes, 
by applying to our minds ſeaſonable promiſes of 
Gop in CHRIST Jesus, which are yea, and amen; 
and by receiving the things of ChHñRIS H, and ſhew- 
ing them unto us. Thus he encourageth and re- 


freſheth ys with a ſenſe of the favour of God; fills 


us with joy unſpeakable and full of . and i is 
t ere wth me church wp ever, Ie 7 


07 Fans Wits, 


The condition of man after the fall of Adam is 
ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf by 
his own natural ſtrength and good works to faith 
and calling upon Gov : wherefore we have no 
power to do good works pleaſant and acceptable 
to Gop, without the grace of Gop, by CHRIST 
preventing us, that we may have a good will, * 
working with us when we have that good vill. 
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| = by faith, which faith we have not Tr; 
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for Me merit of our Poke and SAVIOR. Ju505 : 
HRIST, by faith, and not for our own works or 
defervings : ' Wherefore that we are juſtified by. faith | 
only, is a Josie, and very full 
of comfort. And this 1 is dope by Ack our 
ns, and by! accounting our Perſons as ri 
N _ imputing the abedience and Ea den 0. 
705 Unto us, which 1 is ref ceived ob. a 


put It is ha Mi Fs 
7 Sapermienris e Se Works. 


© They who are effe@ally called and inns, 
havi 8 new heart, and a new ſpirit cremed in 


are farther fanRiified yeally and perſonally, 


= the virtue of Car1s7's death and reſurrec- 
Y 


his word and ſpirit dyellip in them; the 
ominiqn of the e of 90 is deſtroyed, 


4 £28 * ſeveral luſts thereof are more and more 


* 


eakenefd and mortified, and they more and more 
chene and ſtrengrhepecd in all ſaying graces to 
practice ef true holineſs, ithowr” which no 
man fall fee the Lonp. Works which are the 


_ Tryits of ale, ang follow after Juſtification, tho 


. , hey cannot Ir Pay our fs, endure the ſe- 
_ af 895 * yet are pleuſing and ac- 

Left Ann fer, dug e 
Air 


2 tree diſcerned by this freie. 


the inſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to 
0D; foraſmuch as they n ner not of faith 1 
Jews. Cnnrisr, neither, do t ake men meet to 
receive grace: yea, rather for that they ate ni 
done as Gop hath willed and ommande them td 


be done, we e not but t the nature 
f 5 | r 
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= ble, confilts of the whole number of the 
that have been, are, or ſhall be gathered into ane, 
under Cur1sT the Head EE .and.is the ſpgy 
8 body, the fullneſs of him that filleth all in 


ſaints in this life, to the end of the mo. and 
_ doth by his own preſence and ſpirit, according to 


3 
ſarily e and lively faith; infomuch that by 
them a Rely f Faith may be as e Why, = 


: 
þ-- © 1 11 
3 D * - -- 


Or Works verore Jvermearion. 


Works done 5 the grace of Cube and 


S hyis a 4 Or ETTY cave. t + 425 £4 be : 


"The ER or unive ſal church, which | is invi- 5 


The viſible church conſiſts of all thoſe through 
the world that profeſs the true religion, t9 ge her 
with their children. To which rande u 

Cnkis r hath given the miniſtry and ordinances 
the goſpel, for the gathering and perfecting of the 


his promiſe, make them ęffectual thereunto. 
There is no other head of the church bur. the ny 
Lonp Jzsv3 Canter; 15 can the Pope of Rowe —  - | 
4 in 


In ©, 1 
in any fo be, head. thereof. But is chat Antir 
chriſt, chat man of fin, and ſon of perdition, that 
exalteth himſelf in the church againſt Cnr1sT, and 
1 that 1 is called b 


112 
E A a4 be 


1 Or bie, IST 
N. "Bl 1507 is is 4 e of the New n 5 
1 by Jzsvs unis T, not only for the ſo- 
lem admiſſion of 'the party baptized into the vi- 
= bl church, but alſo ro be unto him a ſign and 
| Teal of the covenant: of grace, to be continued i ig 
115 church until the end of the world; which Sp 
rightly adminiſtered by pouring or ſprinkling Water 
upon the perſon in the name of the FarHER, Son, 
and HoLy Gnosr. This ſacrament ought to he 
adminiſtered but once to any perſon; and we 
alſo hold that infants may and ought to be bapti- 
zed in virtue of one or both believing parents; 
' becauſe the ſpiritual Fa wa of a be unto, 1 
and 2 Lie of the initial ſeal of the cove- 
ant, was granted by Go to the infant-ſced of of 
Srabam; which grant mut remain firm for ever, + 
Without the Lozp's own expreſs revoking or a- 
bfogatlon of- it, which can never be proved from 
ſetipture that he has done.— Again, they that have 
the thing ſignified, have a right to the ſign of it; 
oF children are capable of the grace fignified in 
aptiſm, and ſame of them (we truſt) are parta- 
| Kers of it, namely, ſuch as die in their infanex. 4 
therefore 5 may and ought to be baptized. 
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ſelves one to” àfökfler, Bü rather ik is a ſacrament 


of the body and blood of ChRIs r, and of our 5 
demption thereby; called the Lozp's Supper, to 
be obſerved in, his» church to the end -of the | 
world, for the perpetual»remembrance'vf che ſa-· 
criſice of himſelf in his death, the ſealing all bee? 
nefits thereof to true believers, their ſpiritual nou- 
riſhment and growth in him, their farther engage 
ment in and to all duties which they owe unto 
him, and to be a bond and pledge of tkeir com 
munion with him and with ao other, as mem 
bers of his myſtical body. Inſomuch that to ſuch 
as rightly, ed with faith receive the ſame, the 
bread which we break is a partaking of the body 
of Cars, and likewiſe the cup of bleſſing is a 
partaking of the blood of CHRIST. 3, tho? in ſub» 
ſtance and nature they ſtill remain bread and wine 
zs they were before. Thoſe therefore that are void 
of faith, though they do. .carnally and viſibly eat 
the bread and drink the wine of this ſacrament of 
the body and blood of Curr; yet are in no wiſe 
partakers of CnRIST, but rather to their condem- 
nation do eat and ART * W or creat of 
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When 5 8 was  Kntth6a, ne Wits nifortaed th 
audience that each of the candidates by ſeniority 
would no be called upon ro ve che congregation 
a Thort account of Gop's dealings with their fouls 
In a way of grace, in their internal call to 28 a 
niſtry, and of their end and deſign in taking 
- them this important, arduous, and bleſſe 3 55 
Accortlinigly Nr. Thomas Jones began; ſtanding on 
a platform 3 for this gurpoſt in the "cetitre of 
the ſeat, that being thus raiſed above the congrega · 


| tioh'in the area, the * might hear the 1 


1 5 1 m y feelings, — they would 7 
| Speak much: — than T ran by words expreſs 
myſelf at this time,. One thing, however, I ls, 
chat whereas I was once blind, no- I ſte; there ” 
rns a tine, when F did not ſee the frofulneſsof fin, 
my om loft condition; or the ſpirituality. of Gun 
law: when I did not know. the value of my bal, 
the need ef a Saviour, or the excellency” of the 15 
Loa Jrsvst when I did not confider theivatiities 
of the Salle the mortneſs cf time, or the duration 
of eternity. But now I ſer things, as it were, irn 
new eyes, and perceive the way, in which Tinners 
-muſt be faved, i is ixirectble ho lh che vidinb-eca- 
butes: and when = diſcovery was made to my 
in, I thought I could never iendugh meditate 
upon and adore. the blood and righteuſneſs f 
5 mier, Finding there wis a fulneſs th Tm ſuffi- 
cient to make me happy in time and eternity | 
At length, after ſeeing the whole world lying i 
that wicked one, the devil 1 was conſtrained, on 
of love to 3 ſDuls in this wretthed ſtate, as ell 
as for the glory of Gov, to undertake the arduous 
work of the miniſtry. As to my fehtitnetits re- 
7. ſpecting the doctrines of che goſpel, I need ndt 
mention them here, firſt, becauſe I fubſcribe from 
my heart to the Confeſſion bf Faith that has been 
oh Juſt read; and ſecondly, becauſe "moſt of you, 1 
preſume, have heard meipneach frequently. Ard 
as to the particulars of my experience, I _ 
them over al as it bas been in for ſome 


years. With to this connection, I hope I 
have given ſufficient proof of hearty approba- ; 
"= Hon of it, by * on x40 * years: 


for 


A 1 J- 
for though I wiſh all well, of ev ey e 
that preach the Lox p Jeeves, "yer I muſt be the 
moſt ungrateful of all men, if I was not thus pub- 
lickly to acknowledge that next to CHI, I have 
always found the Counteſi of Huminguon my beſt 
earthly friend, and therefore think it my privilege 


as well as my duty to ſerve fer Ladyſhip in the 


goſpel as long as I live; and as ſhe has been an 
8 Derument of ſo much good, I 'hope. you will all 
or the continuance of her valuable lifſe 
And now I beg an intereſt in your Prayers for 
— leſs than the leaſt, that the Lokx D may 
| keep me from all errors in principle and practice, 
that He would guide me by his counſel, be a ſun 
to enlighten me, and -a ſhield: to protect me; and 
endow: me with every needful qualification for this 
arduous work of the miniſtry; ſo that L may finiſh 
my eourſe with joy, and the miniſtry I receive of 
-the'Loxd | yg” to Oey: the goſpel c of the m_— : 
of Gon. 4 * N. nnr 4 9 Bu E 1 &) 5 


As ſoon as Mr. Jones had ache. Mr. 7. aylor gave 
our the following lines from the A. Ws. RET. 


FG 4 3 


Let the Indian, let the Neg „ . 
Let the rude Barbarian fee, + WES os 
That divine and glorious abet, 8 8 ET” 
_ Once obtain d on Calvary. ..,..,.. 
-- the goſpel, c. 2 e 
ord reſound from pole b to _ 7 
Kn wide that ſit in darkneſs,” "ny 705 7 ; 5 bag 
Let them have the glorious light, - 9 5 i 
1 from eaſtern coaſt to weſtern 
1 the morning ehace the night; 2 ay e 
And redemption, &. „ 
A 9 win the Wye N A 


: 


2 of his power, make it ſo e 


and his inward call to the miniſtry ; as * 1 
Men, brethren, and fathers! I have looked upon 
this as one of the moſt ſolemn, morpings chat ever 
my eyes beheld... The thought of it hath made 
my ſpirits fink: almoſt into nothing. But as it is 
required that thoſe who attend here for ordination, 
ſhould declare before the auditory the work of G 
upon their own ſouls, with theit call to, and mo- 
tives for preaching. the goſpel. In this 1 Would 
chearfully comply, becauſe .I. ſes that as to the farſt 
particular, I have for my rule the pious example 
of holy David, who ſays, Come and hear yall ye 
e that fear Gon, and L will declare what 8 
e done for my ſoul.“ When I xecolle& how. the 
| Lox bath been working with and for me, I; have 
the greateſt .caule to ſay that Gon, will ſeed his 
goſpel to all his choſen peo 5 z and in the ſet day 
ectual to the converſion 
gef rheir ſouls,, chat they, fall all 75 from the very 
heart, in the ſuhlime language of 10 I count all 
things but loſs for che excellency.of the knowledge 
of ha JEWS bog bouts won 4 259 
I firſt drew my 1 that part 'of, Warwicke _ 
; 7 where the pure goſpel, of Seer was not 
pPreached; and till the age of twenty - two, I do not 


Eno that I ever. heard any thing like a golpel- 


ſermon. At, length the Loap |, providentially 


Z brought me to London; where, like others I ved 


without Go in the world, and purſued every 


k Y 6 means, in My ,POWEH AO, enjoy what the world falſely 


calls innggent diverſions 3 thinkiog 1 was much 


better than many of my neighbourg 24,0] 


At ſaſt. I met with a kind friend, who very 8 
f e deamon to ſhow. me the. e lf Fd 


2 | 5 


| . 
| originat-and aftual fin, the impurity of my nature, 

the deceirfulneſs of my heart, the inſufficiency _ 

my own righteouſneſs, the 'neceffity of regeneration 
and of juſtification by faith only, and the rea! 
delight chat theſe who were made the happy par-. 
takers of chat faith, which is of the operation of 
Gos Hey Seierr, did enjoy. And after ſhew- .. 


| ng me my miſery-and helpleſſhieſs,” he encouraged = 


me to pray for that HoLy Srmir, who alone 
could conviace me of the neceſſity for this real 
change of heart. F- pleaded wary: for the free. 
dom of my will, for the integrity of my heart, and 


dor my natural ability, as others in general do, and 


Was -with him for his cions con- 
— —— what he ſaid me 6 4 
Bible, and I repeatedly beg 


— that d if 1 = 

k. J 1547 155 2 SE 

| eee e da he Lure ene rand) an- 3 
Wering my prayer, called after me b kis alarming 
gments, big with- mercy towards" me; many 
very alarming 'providenees and aſtoniſhing deliver- 5 

ances I now experienced, and which I beheld wink 


wonder and amazement but notwithſtandi Ea 6. > 


wes under great remorſe of conſcience, and 5 
wiſhed to- urn to Gon; yet I till purſued my folly. e 
This wounded my conſcience greatly, as I was 
mache to ſee and feel the horrible eurruption of my 
nature; and the exceeding ſinfulneſs of my heart. 
New f was greatly diſtreſſed with" a ſight and 
ſenſe of ſin, and believing that 1 had committed 


tte m againſt the Hor v neger. | Becauſe] had 85 
ſinned againſt light; hence 1 viewed myſelf in a 
fate chan many that had run the greateſt To 


| e In ourward'fin.” he 1 chen eſteemed ä us 


5 1 118 
A a brute; or a devil; n 
Fie damned me, and beheld chat it muſt be whollyi 


through Cun 1s if ever he ſaved me at alt; ad? 


believe a view to Gop's 


$ 'gracious: dealings with 


Peter; after his dreadful fall, was the principal fight 


which kept me from black deſpair,” and encouraged 
me to-ſeck- for meroy. I ther ſuw the doctrines of 
grace were conſiſtent e e 1 eou 
not ſee my intereſt in tlie m 49 
At this time I began to enquire r H muff & 
eb RE and being kireRed' 66 a goſpell miniſte 


i 3 on Janas folly, in his running contrary 'Y 
ta the command of the Loan. He like wife ſpoke 
Af the ſeveral means that the Loy uſed to bring 
him back to the path of duty: after which he fait 
< Janah ,was a good man 2 His 
fally). for ha was u man of prayer; "Now; ſaid he; 
tere is a deal of difference between ſayin 
prayera, and praying; but where a perſon e | 
| barely ſay prayers, but really prays, - we have al 
| 4 to believe there is a work: of g , 
e This remarle-the (Lox ſeemu to blefs 
da mes for by it the Lonn gave not bnly a (ray f 
hope, but great ſatisfaction co my ſoul. Beg 


his Sunday morning's diſcourſe he made 2 15 


_ now:| tbashänk the Lokp had gracious deſigns 


0 


towards me, that he loved my ſou}, and chat l = | 
an intereſt in Canisr: a my Saviour; 4 night of 
which _— tears of inexpreſſible joy f from : 
cyed. I ſcarce (ever attended preaching for me 
time after, but 7 de 4 Elis Wc cr" | 
verſation ran generally on the things of Gon: my 
old companions were then as glad to ſhun my 
6 . wean 57 OY. 


wh * 
2 


i, 


: 
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1 32 1. 
as the? Gon had (a) opened windows in 8 


Pour down bleſſings upon miy poor ſoul, in anſwer to 
my. prayers. Now was ſin truly hateful, CunIS 
truly precious : and now I wiſhed to 


to give my 
whole heart to Gon, and my hole body, ſoul and. 
| wats as a living ſacrifice to Jesus CHRIST. At 


s time. the enemy was ſuffered to tempt. and 


diſtreſs me very much, with wicked, blaſphemous 


thoughts, and I found ſuch anguiſh of - coma and: 
ſueh accuſations from the devil about the- reality 


of my ſpiritual ſtate, that greatly diſtreſſed my 
ſoul. This drove me to à throne of grace, to 


tell the Lonp my caſe, and ſeek direction from 


him. I prayed in great diſtreſs. for ſome time, 


1 to expreſs my caſr to the Lonp, 


and I then unexpectedly found the following words 
conveyed with ſuch power to my ſoul, that it 
ſeemed; as if a voice had ſpoke within me, — 


ing, Thy ſins are forgiven, thee,/:go in 


1 vas not then certain that ſoch words were in | 


the bible, it was ſome days after before I found 


8 but bleſſed e I have found comfort 


from them. 1 could ſoon look to! JESUS and 


mourn that I had pierced him, and yet look and 


5 that by his being ſoꝛ pierced, I was. free 


all condemnation. Then it was that know 
in r what it was to be (5) born agüin, to 


(e made a new creature in Cun is (d) to :have 


5 lis ſpirit. to bear witneſs with my ſpirit that I was a 
_ . Child of God, and to (e) be ſealed with the Holy 
(= bis e 2 e found ae the Bore, = 
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of Cam. came not in word only, but alfs.in powers 
and I ſo felt the power of the world to come in my 
ſoul, that I was a: ſmall time unfit for buſineſs; 
Thus I have given you a ſketch of ſome parti - 
culars in my experience. I am a monument of 
Gop's ſparing merey, he hath brought me from 


the dreadful. pit of conviction, ſet me upon = - 


rock Cnr1$t. by converſion, and ſo eſtabliſhed my 
_ goings, that I can ſay Jzsvs is a Gop of loves 
and therefore when J ſpeak of the knowledge 
of ſins forgiven, I can boldly add, with the apoſtle, 
(a) That which I have ſeen and heard declare I 
unto you, that ye might have fellowſhip with us, 
and truly our fellowſhip is wich the Fa r HABE, and 
with his Sow IE SuS CHRIST.“ As Jesus hath graci- 
ouſly anſwered my prayers, pardoned my fins, and 
comforted my: ſoul, ſo I mention it as the greateſt 
encouragement. for any diſtreſſed ſinner, to look to 
him for the ſame bleſſing. - I ſhall-now Pe led 
ſpeak of my call to preach the goſpel. 
Son after 1 had known the power uf the Lone | 
word, in a pardoning, comforting, and confirm- 
ing manner in my own ſoul; grace being very _ 
communicative, ſo I could not but pity and feel 
for the many poor, though precious ſouls, reſiding 
in the villages about me. To ſee numbers of peo- 
ple that were ſtrangers to, and in rebellion againſt 
God, and no miniſter. to warn them of their dan- 
ger, or point them to a Saviour, ſenſibly pained 
my ſoul; and ſeeing this, I often thought that 1 
would gladly renounce every earthly comfort, put 
my life in my . and 1 Ik ere or 
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| hardſhip, if the Lonp would condeſcend to qualify 
and ſend me for their profit. -But for a long time 
viewed theſe impreſſions as the effect of tempta- 


and yet afraid of rejecting theſe impreſſions, leaſt ] 


mould run from the path of dux. 

But I repeatedly found encouragement from Jaiab 
xli. 10. Fear thou not, for T am with thee; be 
not diſmayed; for Fam thy Gop: I will ſtrengthen 


* 


thee, yea I will help thee, yea T will uphold thee | 


with the right /hand of my righteouſneſs.” Still 1 
was ſo oppreſſed, by the diſcouragement of men, 


the temptations of the devil; a fight of my own 


weakneſs, and fear of being led by a ſpirit of error, 
that I durſt not venture. Again, I found myſelf 


much tempted to queſtion the being of a Gov, 


the veracity of his word, and the reality of a Gop 
. Ihcarnate, &c. &c. From which the infernal ſpi- 
- Tit uſed to inſinuate my folly in giving up my 
all, and expoſing myſelf to perſecution, if there 


Ws no truth in them; and he uſed ſtrongly to 


queſtion me how T would hold them up to others, 
if J was not abſolutely certified that they really 
were facts? But the Lord ſoon gave me to ſee 


"From whence all this came, and T was enabled to 
_ * confute the tempter, by calling to mind the ſenſi- 
- ble bleſſings that Gop had given to my ſoul, ſince 


I had been made to put my whole truſt in a'Gop 
incarnate for the pardon of ſin, and for power 


over it, as the ſeripture ditects; by which the 
truth of all the "above matters was proved to my 
ſatisfaction, my faith was confirmed, and my ſoul | 


ſtrengthened and comforted. | "5 

* I . r Rs 8 
e Filtor now perceiving that T thought ic | 
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I „ | 
wrong to reſiſt the impreſſions reſpecting pteachs 
| ing any longer, kindly offered to recommend. me 
to the, new Academy in London. I had no per- 
| fonal knowledge of Lady Hamingdon, nor of any 
of her people; yet I ſaid, from the feelings of my 
mind, I always thought myſelf called ro go to her 
college; put as the above academy ſeemed the o- 
pening of Providence, I attempted. to go there. 
But the Loxp hedged up that way with thorns, 
and I at laſt ſaw my path clear to her Ladyſhip's 
college. In this connection I have been ever fince, 
and haye cauſe to believe that the Lord bleſſeth me 
in it, 1 prefer it to every other, and I chooſe to 
1. Becauſe as I Have beef called to it, led into 
it, and kept in it, in a wonderful manner, I can- 
not help beholding the gracious. leadings of GO 
in che fame; and I am obliged to conclude, that 
this is the line of labours that the Loxbd hath al- 


lotted me at preſent. And. 


2. Though I don't mean to depreciate. othet 
connections, yet according to my preſent views, 
I don't know of any other that is fouaded upon 
a plan fo calculated for general uſefulneſs. Theſe 
are my reaſons for continuing in this connec - 
T ſßß lire io for 1 din 


* 2 BW * FS 


As to my motives for preaching: I think I 
can ſay, as far as I know my own heart, the glory 
of Gop, and the good of my fellow ſinners, are 
the principal objects that excite me to he active iii 
this bleſſed work. Theſe are the only things I can 
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3 u and thought it my privilege ſo to do; · but I 
muſt declare before all the world, I cannot ſay fo 


_ 1 36 i 
7 TOR to live for, and in this work I defire to ſpent 
. and be ſpent for Jesv's Take. | 


After Which Mr. Wills gave out the following 
; veaſen of the 128th hymn. eee e ee 


7 


Run to and fro, ye heralds run, 
Proclaim aloud, prepare the "Ty 


WT 


2 Redemp ion's loriovs work's begun. 
2 


And who his potent arm ſhall ſtay © 
Make ftrait the paths before his feet, 1 


a | 


And every obſtacle remove: 5 x 
| Bren down, ye hills, your Sl WA weight, . 6 
And bow before Redeeming Love. d 8“ 


Mr. Thomas: gan then {| ke Sis experience 
| the ſubſtance whereof is as follows: 


I have many times ſpoke in this viate leich TY 


now, I now find it a duty; an.arduous talk indeed, 
not ſo much on the account of being called to 
peak: before this congregation, but on a-copſidera- 
tion of that great and awful taſk I am going to 


_ - Hake upon me. When the Rev. Mr. Taylor was 


reading that chapter in Ezekiel on the watchman's 
duty, 'Oht: (thought I) what: a great thing-it is to 
take the charge of ſouls, who is ſufficient for. theſe 
things? and truly, my friends, there is a wy 


> 


coming, when at the ſound of the archan 
rump,” ue ſhall be called to the bar of God ah 
Sive an account for our preaching, and you for 


Voor heüring; then ſhall: we ſtand forth as ſwift 
witneſſes againſt all thoſe who have not beyed: the 


goſpel which we POO _ 


| recollecting that, previous to my call 
certain kriend had Rue me a ſum 9 
| 3 


ZOE 


Wich reſpect to my call by grace, I truſt I 
drawn effectually by the invincible cards of Gog's 
love. In my unregenerate ſtate, I Tag bred and lived 
a Phariſee, my life was moral, but I was all that 
time deſtitute of the power of godlincſs. . 1 
behold the myſterious ways of God !.. be brought | 
great and heavy trials upon me, which were a 
means of bringing me to. this city, when after ſome , 
time I was perſuaded to go to hear /a goſpel mini: 
ſter ; theſe reflections occurred to my mind during 
his diſcourſe, Is it Tor this I have met; with. trials 
pndegiſappointemegHa ? ?:Is. ir, for this that 1 left th 
ace of my Wanke that 1 a Gov, and 
bis 2 Ixsus, CHRIST dey” e the very day 
and hour, and the very ſpot of ground on which 


; L ſtood.» Then, and not till then, I faw ; mylelk a 


rebel.againſt Gop, and that notwithſtanding what. 

thought of, my ſtate before, I found I had no reli: 
gion, and that I had been living without hope, and 
without. Gap in the World. 8 could Te | 
Gor, that, my trials worked 4 0 jo for 870% of | 
were the means of bringing; me to, the 


| inf; myſelf: and. of Him, hom co . is NE 


eternal. Since which time I have ſeen ma 
changes in the divine life, but am ſtill upheſd. 
Abour, a twelvemonth after this I was much i im- 
preſſed with a. ſenſe of the ſtate; and value of ſoul 


| in general, and of my own relations in particular. 


1 ſacented the want of goſpel miniſters; 1 1 


gtieved at the diſhonour done to Gop, and 
word; 1 thougbt L could, forego all things for his 


glory, and the benefit of poor ſinner 82 1 therefore 
now. began to have ſome view to t 


Dy grace, a 
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Kertle me in liſe, I now requeſted his affiſtance to 
to the univerſity; but it was denied me for that 
"Be ſo that J found his maxim was any thing 
the world, but nothing for Gobp. On this 
account, 1 now thought was not called to tbe 
r of the miniſtry, inſomuch that I ſtrove to 
rid of the thought, yea, even to pray againſt 
but all my efforts were in vain.” My mind was 
1 very deeply impreſſed with it day and night. 
I communicated my thoughts to a miniſter: of 
the goſpel, from whom I received much ſatisfac- 
tion, by his obſerving, chat if the Lonb had called 
me to the miniſtry, He would open a door for me, 
—ſome time after, a profeſſot af the goſpel, to 
whom T had "previouſly communicated -my m mind, 
aſked me concerning my deſign reſpecting the mi- 
niſtry ;- and after acquainting him therewith he 
informed me that Lady Humingden was come to 
town, and that if 1 approved ” going to her col- 
lege, he would give me à letter of rreommenda- 
it”. 'T accepted his offer, and came the bert day 
_ with the letter to her houſe.” "BIT 2 | 
After ſome converſation with hy Ladyſhip; and. 
relating my then circumſtances” of life, ſhe aſked 
me if I could give all up, and put i with- the 
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many inconveniences attending the 'goſpel-miniſtry 
many of which the then inted out) T replied, 
any thing for Onkisr, my Lady. Wich 'this' de 
"termination, ſoon after 1 went to college, and before 

year was at afl end, my views of the eſtabliſhment 
were altered, both on account” of the A ne 
. and part of the ſervice.” 

From that time 1 wiched for a middle Wa. 1 for. 
le I \difliked" the difcipline " the 99 959 of 
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diſſenters, which I, LY therefore 1 9 | 
ally approved of, and deſired ordination on this 

plan, as being of all others the moſt catholic. And 
now, my friends, let me beg your prayers,” both 

for myſelf; and for my fellow labourers, that e- 
may be ſtrengthened, wy and taught by his 
Hor Sp1r1T, for ſo great a work as we are about 
to take upon us, and Gop ſhall have all the glory. 2 


| Mr. Taylor now Mov out the 99.5 2 verſes'of 
1 ee e e e FE 


May dhe glorious how approzehing 2085 woke * 

= 14 From eternal darkneſs dawn, | n wy 
\ | And the everlaſting goſpel n G6 13 fed amy 
- pr ead abroad thy holy Name. 0 een 


8 "All the. borders,” &c. nz" ms bigs 
Of the great 1 a. 1 0 ahi 5 
d P abroad, chou mighty goſpel,” IS ROE” 


Wi and conquer, never = 7 | m Run 
| HJ thy laſting wide domini6n 5 i. Ac „meg 4525 
LP * "Multiply ph ill increaſe; en, war b. n 


May thy ſceptre, &c. bs . ated 
el 9 fp th enlighten'd world arcund. Rebe 


"3 71.9 v4 


Mr. 2 Johnſon ſpoke next, as follows: Ts 


3 1 is now about ſeven | ears Hance | the Lon Was 
Pleaſed to "awaken my foul under the miniltry, at 
her Lady ſhip's chapel, at Norwich. but. 92 ug na- 
turally of a Dharifatcd turn of mind, it w E 
ee time before I enjoyed che Gori 
| "liberty of the goſpel; but no ſooner were its, pre- 
cious doctrines, to ether with the Apen ge 5 
and connections of Gop's eternal, perſonal, and i in i 
. ns cletion—His Ml? * 3 
j 4 able 
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able covenant the ſubſtitution of Carisr— 


bis compleat ſalvation to my friends andd relations, 
Which 1 did with an humble — apo 
_ the Lord's bleſſing, and (L truſt) not without 


ree 
ſalvation" through His precious blood, and the final 


perſeverance of the ſaints, brought with influence 
and power to my ſoul, but I immediately felt it 


my duty and intereſt to recommend CHA ISH and 


5 cceſs. + WS 4 5 4 r 5 1 4 
Scon after 1 felt a ſecret impreſſion. upon my 

mind relative to the work of the miniſtry, which 

continued for mpre than two years (before I entered 


own breaſt, though not without repeated wreſtlings 


nate in the 


LED 


at a throne of grace for divine direction that my 
ends, aims, and intentions might center and termi- 
ory of Go that I might not do 
violence to the leadings of Divine Providence, -nar | 
thruſt myſelf into the .Larv's. vineyard. In this 


2 * 


_ - Poſture of mind I waited, filling up my vacant 
Hours with uſeful and neceſſary; applications, which 


being obſerved by ſeveral godly clergymen, I was 
adviſed to qualiſy myſelf. and apply for orders in 
the eſtabliſhed church. But feeling a moſt cordial 
attachment to the intereſt of that (cauſe in which 


So was pleaſed to meet my. ſoul at firſt in his 


abundant mercy, I was; rather ipclined, if it was 


is will, to honor me with an evangelical meſ- 


Age, to devate myſelf and my poor abilities to his 


ſeryice as an itinerant, miniſter under my preſent 
ory onage; being perſuaded that it is a plan which 
._ Gov has abungantly owned and bleſt to the ſpiri- 
| Ws intereſt and improvement of both miniſters 


x 


. 


d people. After waiting about a twelvemonth 


5 "More, the Loxp was pleaſed to open a door in hig 


iy 


Divine | 
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| Divine! Providence; and-ſetting my mind at pots 5 


fect liberty with reſpect to my call, . into 
her Ladyſhip's college, April 28, nw 2 
availing k of the inſtructions of one of her 
Ladyſnip's miniſters, relative to the i nt 
work, together with the earneſt prayers of ome 6f 
God's dear people. Having obtained help of 


Go, I continue to this day (though in much 


_ weakneſs) witneſſing both to ſmall and great, ſay- 
ing none other things (I truſt): than thoſe of which 


Moſes: and all the prophets bare witneſs, Alſo I 


can now ſay, as in the preſence of a heart · ſearching 


God, that I feel iy obligations to this connection 


ſo much the more, by the many ſpiritual ad van - 
rages] have derived from it; and if, conſiſtent with 
the will of Gop, could wiſh- to devote iy whole 


fe in the intereſt of ſo good a'cauſe;on And. may 
the Lo p kee n and male me abun- 


dantly aletul "7% N 0ο%οο, _—_ 542 cio3Jot- 


©" Then Mr, Will ga gay 0 e dhe alt vet Ps e of the 
129th. hymn.” E506 | | 


St ry -of - rizarls; beth. u f 
Vain is learning, parts, or merit. fr eee 
Vain the native powers of man; e 
FROW ſend thy 1 ad; i Bas stehn 
So diſplay the goſpel — Nit Gi Sn mg 


es Wilkam Green. then ſpoke . * n *, „ to 
the following effect: * . A Vi MIO RIO : ver LEAD OP 
chf Tam at this time; and upon — ſolemn occa- 


3 
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"Gon; required publiokly to declare the dealings of 


'Gop with' me; in calling me out of a ſtate of nature, 
Into a ſtate of grace : of my call to the arduous work 
of the miniſtry ; and the end I have in view in 


Wen e me that ſolemn office; to theſe 
| 5 things 


RIS - 
* 


+” CE 


i (with the aſliſtance. of the Spirit of -Gop) - 
I-ſhall endeavour to ſpeak as clearly as poſſible, 5 
and as briefly-as our time will permit. 
Since the Lon p, out of 1 . and few mercy, 
has been pleaſed to open the eyes of my-under- 
ſtanding, I can ſee e his working upon 
me ſrom my childhood. 1 I aki laboured under 
Ho and diſtreſſing apprehenſions, that I ſhould 
be one of thoſe miſerable objects I read of in ſcrip- 
ture, who, for their ſins, Mould ſuffer the puniſh- 1 
ment of eternal fire: ſo cloſe did theſe Hors follow 
me, and my mind was ſo deeply impreſſed, that I 
as afraid to cloſe my eyes to ſleep ; and when it 
did inſenſibly ſteal upon me, L awaked in the moſt 
diſtrefſed/condition; believing myſelf; to be in that 
dreadful place. Theſe fears wrought in me no love 
to Gon, nor hatred to ſin, but 4 flaviſn dread of 
ita conſequences: and though terror will never 
ſoften the hard heart, nor in any degree conſtrain 
the ſoul to love Gop; but on the contrary, till his 
mercy and goodneſs be diſtövered; yet 7 believe 
the Lon made them in ſome meafure uſeful in 
keeping me out of thoſe ſins I might have fallen 
into; for I was ſenſible if I ſinned I muſt. be pu- 
niſhed, and in this ſtate for a long time en es, 0 
till I came to more advanced years. 
I then became a moſt notorious Phariſee ; .J. at- 


7 $4 


tended four or five times in the week on public _ 


worſhip; conſtantly read my prayers in private: 
ſor all this goodneſs I was. ſure Go muſt love 
and reſpect me very much, but never thought 
I needed a Saviour: I believed there was one, but 
I chought he was for greater ſinners, than I was. 

80 blind, arr and deluded was I, that at 
that time; I could . . the weld * 


2 1 


Ll peaceably at- lamb, with à valn conſidenes 


that I was going to Gop to be happy for ever zn 
yet as totally agnorant of that only and ſure way 
of ſalvation through Cen, and free grace a- 
time I remember: I met with a gracious perfon-wha 
ſaw: my ſtate, and pitied: me told me I was cer. 
tainly blind, that I did not underſtand the word /f 
Goo, and that Las an unbeliever:to that days 
this hurt my pride vet much, and for the injury = 
he had done me, I vas determined to ſpeak 
him na mor, till he had repented of hat hechad 
ſaid. But from this high pinnacle of my fancied 
gandneſs I was ſoon brought downs 3} -. 
Gov in the caurſo of his providenee now eaſt my 
lot amongſt ſame perſons whom I may term deiſts, 
and ho proved a great ſnare to mg But ſome 
time after the LDονο met me, yetl in a way 1 little 
expected. I went odt af curioſity to hear a goſpel- 
miniſter, whom I had often heard, hat never: till 
nqw. With any ꝓrofit 2 he. was directed by the Lou 
to ſpeak upùn the danger of thoſe things L had 
taken refuge in and out of them: Iwas driven. 
Theſe ſentiments: I had kept almoſt to myſelf. and 
them. Nevertheleſs: attempted to ſeek fon ano-- 
ther cover to ſhelter in, but in all my ſearches 
theſe words followed me perpetually, ſuppeſe tbaſe 
tbinge ſbould be ſo The concluſion I was obliged 
to draw, was, if the bible was true, if ic was a2 
law given by Gon, Who hath, power over all. 1 
had broken that law, conſequently was expoled o 
its penalty, Which was death eternal. Many were 
my efforts to drive away theſe thoughts, hut all 
ig vain ; when. L heard or read the ſeriptures, they 
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struck ane with fuck: an awe; and often left ſuch 
horror upon m mind, as could: not be expreſſed. 
I chen began to read other religious —— to try 
whether they would produce the ſame ſenſations the 
ſeriptures did; but nothing could reach my con- 
—— the word, which I'then was conſtrained 
to ſay was *Goy's; it went to the thoughts and 
intents of my heart, the commandment ſiev me; 
I was takemithe Lonp's priſoner; In this ſitua- 
tion 1 was long time; I attempted to deliver 
myſelf by my ow works, but I. found the law of 
Sop required a perfect unſinning obedience, which | 
Leould not give. I then began to cry, what muſt 
I do to be ſaved; I went one night to hear one 
Mr. N preach, and he told us that CHxis died 
to ſave 3 but if we did not perform certain 
conditions, the death of CHRIST would be of no 
ſervice to us: E then ſet about performing thoſe 
conditions, but the Loxn ſoon gave me to ſee, 
that if I afflicted myſelf all my life, and wept tears 
of bloody it would hot ſatisfy for the deaſt lin, be · 
*cavſe the offence us infinite ! aa to faith, I found 
T culd no more! believe than L:icould create a 
world; had been aſſured hell would have been 
my doom the next hour if I did not believe, 1 
could not have performed that, which” he called a 
condition: I was tied and bound with the chain 
of my ſins; and bound Hay; till he who was ſent 
to proclaim liberty to the captives,. to open the 
Priſon to them that were bound knocked off my 
chains of unbelief, and gave me to ſte he had ſa- 
tisſied the juſtice of Gov» ; that he had fulfilled all 
righteduſneſs q that he: was the end of the law for 
— and that he who knew no fin, was 
made in ier me, that. I — made the righ- 
R |  teouſneſs | 
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* of Gop in him. When theſe, glorious 
diſcoveries were made, and that faith given which 
powerfully perſuaded me they were all mine, in 


and for the ſake of CHRIST Issus, my guilt, was 


removed; my fears baniſhed 3 my ſoul ſet at li- 
beriy; and I enjoyed that peace which paſſeth all 
underſtanding; I was then conſtrained to ſay, old 
things were paſſed away, and behold all things 
are become new. Thus I have endeavoured to 

ive you a brief account of my call out of a 
| 4 of nature, into (I truſt) the real poſſeſſion of 

the grace of Gop, Since then I have experienced 
many ſevere trials; the Loxp has had much to do 
to bring me from myſelf, to truſt entirely to him 
for perſevering grace; through various deeps and 


dark ſtates he has led me; but, praiſed be his 


Name, in the darkeſt hour, I was and am enabled 


do ſay, 1 know in whom I have believed: but time 


will not permit me, neither is it neceſſary at this 
time to ſpeak directly to theſe things; only to his 
honor let me ſay, by him I; have hitherto been 
| kept as a ſpark in the midſt of the ocean, and 
what I am it is by his free grace alone, and grace 
hall have the praiſe. — I would now proceed to 
ſpeak, in as few words as Fan on ** call to 
the work of the miniſtf r. 
The firſt impreſſions I had on * ſubject, 5 
; think were in the year after the Logy had been 
pleaſed to give me to ſee, and (I truſt) favingly 
to experience the truth of the goſpel. At firit 
. I took but little notice of them, only wonder- 
ed I ſhould have ſuch thoughts I did not ſpeak. a. 
word to any one concerning the matter for a 
time; at length it followed me ſo: cloſe, and be- 
came * troubleſome, that I thought it moſt 518 
91 e 
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with me, dl came wink to whe point; if it were 
not ſo and ſo with me; I confeſſed: in ſome mea- 
ſure it was: aſter ſome cloſer converſation and ſe: 
veral queſtions aſked, he told me he would not 
have me attempt to ſup preſs the thoughts, nor too 
haſtily follow ch 
the way: at this day he believed many run before 
they were ſent. I left the perſon with this deter- 
mination — ot own mind) that the latter, by the 
grace of ſhould never be my caſe, and for 
Ker it ſhould, for four years I labored under the bur- 
then: and I believe I can ſafely ſay, that during the 
three laſt, I was not (when awake) one hour with- 
dut thoughts concerning it, more or leſs; till at 
laſt it became like a fire in my bones, which aroſe 
from a deſire 1 had to tell hoes ſinners the ſtate 
they were in, ſenſible they knew it not, and as ſe- 
cure as 1 myſelf once was, crying, peace, peace, 
"when there was no peace 3 and if I had a more 
tender feeling for one claſs of people than for ano- = 
ther, it was for thoſe who were contenting them- 
ſelves with a ſhew of outward profeſſion, but knew 
nothing of an evil nature, nor the converting grace 
of Gop; holding, and contending earneſtly for the 
form, but knew nothing of the vital power of god- 
lineſs in the ſoul. Yet J kept ſiſence, I had ſuch a 
fight of the awefulneſs and weight of the miniſtry, 
-and 'my own inability for that great work, that 
I dared not think of undertaking it; if 1 did, 1 


7 caſe would be Amilar to that of Uzzab, 
„ 


4 
8 


em; if 808 called he 1 open 


. 2 3 
who unlawfully put forth his hand to hold the 


ark; though my intentions, like his, might be 
right, yet I knew a right intention would not 91 
ſtify a wrong act. My whole deſire was now that 
Gop would give me clearly to ſee his will in this 
awful matter, either by baniſhing all thoughts aboue 
it, or ſhew me it Was my duty to follow them; and 
that he would go with me, and be my ſupport: 
One day being in great darkneſs,” and diſtreſs of 
mind, and my deſires peculiarly drawn out to the 
Loxp for direction, theſe words were powerfully 
impreſſed upon my mind, 7 ſay unto thee, go and 
work in my vincyard; theſe words would not have 
ſatisfied me, had they not brought their evidence 
with them; which was, not great raptures of - Joy, 
but a ſweet calmneſs and ſerenity of mind: and all - 
ſoruples being removed, no longer could I ſay I was 
ignorant of his mind in that reſpect; and from a 
firm perſuaſion that he would be with me in, and 
bring me through the great work, I was conſtrain- 
ed to ſay, the will of the | Loxv ſhall be done, 
though it was at the expence of the favor of ſome of 

the deareſt friends; and the fear of reproaches which 
I knew would fall upon me from enemies, I was 
enabled to conquer, to ſell all, and follow him, tho 
With trembling. But he ſaid, Lo I am with you 
always, and that is enough. My bodily ſtrength, 
(which was brought very low through diſtreſs of 
mind, and ſome other cauſes) was removed, and 
in a little time, in his Name (I truſt) I went forth; 
and here 1 ſtand as a monument of his great 
power, and goodneſs, of which I am for ever laid 
under the greateſt obligations to ſpeak, and for which 
1 am bound by the ſtrongeſt, but moſt pleaſing 
ties of love to praiſe him who liveth for ever and 
HEY | ever: 
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ever: and if che love of Cars conſtrain, who 
can help ſpeaking of, and praiſing bim or; 0 
| things they haue heard and ſeen? - | 
I Would now beg leave juſt to inform N that 
| in all this my deſires were eyer led to the Counteſs 
of Huntingdons connection; I never made appli- 
cation to any other, as providenee ſo clearly open- 
ed a door for me there, J thought it was my 
Indiſpenſable. - duty to engage therein, to his 
praiſe would I ſpeak it. I hope I have been 
made in ſome meaſure uſeful; and where he calls, 
and bleſſes, I truſt I ſhall, not only ſee it a duty. 
but eſteem it one of my greateſt privileges "are to 
remain. We ſhall now conclude, dropping a few 
words upon the end I have in view in _— 
fully upon the work of the miniſtry. | - 8 
So far as the Lord has given me-ho know y 
own heart, I-can ſay it is not worldly intereſt or 
_ applauſe ſtimulates me to it. But ag theſe things 
ate only known to the ſearcher-of hearts and my- 
ſelf, in the preſence! of the heart-ſearching. Gon, 
and before you, with whom JI muſt ſtand before 
his awful — z I will conclude with ſaying, if 
the church of Cnaisr be but. increaſed, comfort - 
ed, or built up in her moſt holy faith, and his 
Name in the leaſt glorified! by my poor labors, my 
deſires are fulfilled, my defigas accompliſhed, my 
end is gained: and if were to continue my diſ- 
courſe for hours, I do not know I could ſay any 
more to the purpoſe. Now I have done with this 
brief narrative, permit me to beg, yea I would 
earneſtly entreat your warmeſt prayers at a throne 
of grace; that I, and theſe my dear brother labo- 
. rers, may be furniſhed with every neceſſary. gift 
55 — the * to enable us to go cheer- 
b fully 


re 


fully chrondlh the great work we are engaged in; 
that we may be kept happy, humble, and uſeful ; 
that we may be workmen approved unto' Gov, 
| workmen who need not to be 1 rightly di- 
| viding the word of truth. And I pray that When 


tte time ſhall come, that our labor ſhall" ceaſe, 


and we haye done preaching, and you hearing, we 
may then be called to fit * down on our. dear Re- 
deerner's throne, to fing ſal vation to Gop and the 
Lans for ever and ever. Amen and Amen. * 
Mr. 7 lu: then gave out the t two Arſt verſe of FT 
'the 229th. hymn. DOE re | 


Ye ſervants of Gene your tu We bert 
And publiſn abroad his wonderful name:; 
The name all- victorious of Jesvs extol; 
His kingdom: is glorious, and rules over all. 


'Gop, ruleth on high,. Almighty to fave, .- doe -þ 
And ſtill He is nigh, His preſence we have: 
The great congregation His triumph ſhall eng, 
| Ae ſalvation to NI our Eg 70 


Theg Mr. Joel 1 Knight concluded wich 155 
his experience, as follows: 


When Moſes, at GoÞ's TOY and FRY 28 
"416 protection of His omnipotent arm, had led the 
_ childreh of Jae! forty years through the wilder- 


"neſs; and was about to aſcend mount Nebo, from 


© whence his happy ſoul took its flight to Gop; one 

of the laſt charges which he gave to the 1/razltes _ 
was, to remember all the w way. by by which the 
ot I, their Gov had led them: ; by 
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tion, to trace the leadings of Gop,, in the di 


8 1 5 2 50 : ] 7 . da 136 4 op 8 
er ſe are ſome of the ſweeteſt moments of 
his life, when he is enabled with grateful ad my 
tions of his grace and providence towards him, as 
an encouragement for Na hope and truſt in 
the author and giver of all his mercies. 
Upog this ſolemn, and to me particularly affect. 
ing occaſion, it becomes me thus in the preſence o 
Gov. and angels, and this great congregation, to 
reſtify of the Loa p's goodneſs to my ſoul, and to 


19 


* 


aſſign my reaſons for believing, that Unto me 


who am leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints. was this 


grace-given, that I ſhould preach to poor periſhing 
ſinners, che unſearchable riches, of Cn iss. 


the age of twenty - one, was after the manner of 


tthoſe Who are Jigvers of pleaſure more than of 
So: and notwithſtanding I met with repeated 
checks of eonſcience, the convictions 1 felt paſſed 


away like the early clouds and the morning dew, 
until: the fulneſs of Gop's appointed time for my 
recovery and return was came; when that gracious 
Lok p © whoſe ways are in the deep” in the month 


_ "of- May 1776, ſent from dn high and Tnatched me 


* 
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, "great, that the only oundation of my 


as a brand out of the burning, in the very act of 


blaſpheming his holy name., Great was the oppo- 


$a. n 2 oe ee | A ; 

within and without, and many, were the trials I was 
#1 Su #337 148 **Wfis 56: # * 1 TY * 4 9 1 13 Anil 
called to endure for my attachment to the dear 


"Redeemet and his cauſe 3,00 many indeed. for me 


; * 
— 
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to enurnerate at preſent. . Let it ſuffice to lay, that 


r 2 N mo af. | 
eins obtained help of Gop I continue unto 
this day, deſiring to witneſs both e 
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ope for 
time 
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time and etetuity, reſts upon the blood, righteouſe 
neſs, and interceſſion; of the dear Emanuel. . 55 
With reſpect to my views of the nature of — 
ſacred office which I am about thus ſolemuly and 
publickly to take upon me, it hath long been 
my firm opinion, that the preregative of ſending 


labourers into God's: vineyard reſts; with himſelf 
alone: and that it is at the peril of any man to 


obtrude upon that holy function uncalled. It alſo 

appears to me, that Cop having fore- ordained a 
man to that office, will in due time give him hat 
I beg leave to term a threefold call to it. It ſeems 


to me highly expedient, that ſuch a perſon ſbould 
3 his entering upon the miniſtry: 


Firſt, have an experimental knowledge. of, the 
of divine grace in his on ſoul. 

Secondiy, I humbly apprehend that to, all ſuch 

PN a meaſure of ability is given for that work, 


and a ſupreme de ſire to and delight in it above all 
others: and that not for filthy: lucres ſake, but 

from an humble aim ar Gone Siory, Wenn on 
of poor ſinners: and, #7 1*hoaw .y 


' Thirdly, T'believe, char abe Lany: will in his own 


time,” by his providence, open a door of utterance 


for the exerciſes: off the gift with which He is 


entruſted. On the firſt of theſe grounds there 


is, I rruſt, a warrant for me to put in my hum- 


ble claim to chat important office, on which I am 


now about more immediately to enter: the Work 


ol regeneration hath I hope been ſome years be⸗ 
gum in my ſoul, and ſo far as I know.] of my own 
heart; the leading view with which I enter upon this 
arddous ore is, that through the grace of my 


OT RP Þ Dry in ſome Jnele meſo 
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be made an inftrument in his hand of promoting 
his glory, and che * intereſts'of way! tellow, fin- 


With reſpect ro my ability for this momentous 
office; I feel myſelf conſtrained to cry out with the 
apoſtle ** who is ſufficient for theſe things” ? happy 
for me, and my fellow candidates for the miniſtry, 
that our ſufficiency is of God” ; and that He 
hath condeſcended to manifeſt to the praiſe of His 
own grace, that out of the mouths of ſuch babes 
as ourſelves He hath ordained: ſtrength”. As the 
LorD Jesvus was pleaſed to ſeek" me out when a 
| ranger and an enemy to Him, and to call me to 
the knowledge of his truth; ſo I am happy to 
teſtify (in the preſence of many reſpectable witneſſes 
to the truth of this aſſertion) that He ſought me 
out, to preach the goſpel of His grace, and put me 
into his ſervice :=nor am I conſcious to myſelf of 
having taken one: ſingle ſtep in it, farther than the 
hand of his wiſe and holy providence hath led me. 
It having been my unſpeakable honour to enter 
the miniſtry, under the patronage of that venerable 
mother in Fuel the Counteſs of Huntingdon ; Tifeel 
myſelf bound by every tie of duty and affeftion, to 
devote my poor labours (under God) to her Lady- 
Thip's ſervice, for the good of precious-and immor- | 
tal ſouls: 'refolving, by Gop's grace, boldly to 
Maintain che glorious truths of the everlaſting goſ- 
pel. contained in the Articles of Faith ne A have 
yt read und %%. edt roberts 10 
: . Then addreſſing himſelf to the e mini- 
ſters, hi concluded th us: permit me now, my reve- 
Z rend' brethren,” and honored friends, to ſolicit your 
i oft" + mn on The: 1 85 N theſe 


my 


I 


my fellow candidates for the miniſtry; that ve may 

be preſerved from the errors which abound among 

us, and enabled by the Loxb with all diligence, 

faithfulneſs and ſucceſs, to declare the whole 

—_— of Gop: that when theichief ſhepherd ſhall 

r to demand an account of our ſtewardſhip. AT 

ve may all joyfully ſay Lo here Penn 

children thou haſt given us,” Men 99, avi 


IT E 
Aſter nch Mr. Wi 728 n out part of the 
175th hymn. | 5 "31: e M01 ur . 1 


+ 
s * 28. 17 vob „ 7 gs fy 


Shall. we not witneſs tt 5 TS, 5 
How. faithful He hath been; "r=" . 


8 FEY'S 14. . I S714 25 | ; 
And boldly” to the world e 1 
| Salvation we have ſeen? a0 Foun Ho 


Yes, if thoub't belp us, 9 g es ban 
41 Thy name we will confeſs 3/0: | (2; _ 29 

| And ipeak of Car1sT the living a (US 1G0S 
The Loxp our Righteouſneſs, 0 4 Hate 


We 2 (ma. 213 fr 2 

e'll mention to his praiſe, B 
The triumphs of his death; _ „ 

And ling bis everlaſting grace, = OE 


Evin with our lateſt breath, 4, 1 ode 9 3 
Nr. Wills then addreſſed the whole, congregation 
| in words to this effect; 


- You have now heard, my been 5 1 
experiences of theſe young perſons, and their re- 
ſpective calls to the work of the miniſtry. What 
think ye? Have they a call to it from Gob, or have 
they not? Should they be admitted to ordination, 
or Toure they not? Methinks you are ready to 

| | mi 3 8 anſwer, 


[99 ] 
anſwers Verily 1 ſhould. But I aſlæ, who is to 
admit them? May of cheir brethren have been 
reſuſed ordination in the eſtabliſhment under ſimi- 
lar eircumſtances; nor is there a doubt that theſe 
would be treated in the ſame manner. What then 

is 0 be done? If we ourſelves: have a rigbi on 
ſeriprar-grounds to {exerciſe the office! of ordipa- 
tion, now is the time; it becomes our duty to do 
N 
24. Qur :« mine brethren cannot diſpute the 
point, without weakening their own hands; they 
cannot deny that we have at leaſt as good a right 
AS * or their e For 5 we. 


S434 fe 


ted and 4 iefted hy the nen fore non- 
conformity to thoſe injunctions impoſed upon them 
againſt their own. conſciences ; Were they not af- 
terwards reduced to the neceſſity of ordaining 
mong themſelves? And did t ey exerciſe. hho 
office without ſcriphire-authority, yea and peff 45 
conſiſtency with their own principles ?. Do the di 
ſenters 5 the preſent day öfen l | 
thers for ſo doing ? Yet what r ht had th thus 
to ordain, that we had not in Fat, lar circumſtan- 
ces? What if we have not Every Nerußte as to mdif- 
ferent things that they had? Still if we have ſome, 
-as to more important points, and ſuch as ta 
-oblige us ta ſecede from the eſtabliſhment; we 
Fairly conclude that they cannot Ex. cenſure us, 
Without ny PO Toes Sana Tun 
GEN" 5 | 
5 „„ The 


t 5 } 


# 5 + Taka is. 


9 05 matter 19 Vs. . Let u 1 (hem 7 

on ſeripture:groume only premiſing, tl hart 75 e 

fun me e will queſtion the validity « of my 

ther," A. e $ 7 1 4 and my own. But to 

what Mee e have weg b been. ordained ?' To that of | 

e what 18 called in the eſtabliſhment, the - 

order Fs priefth ard, Can Preſbyters then, 0 dan? 1 I 

they can. ordain, then. our preſent ordination mut 

Fi valide 157 . are reſb) ters. "But in che 
cripture. Wwe. ſee, Pre: 2 4 and did ordain' / 

iy Was not 77 7 of 415 4. By the layi 1855 gn | 

of f the hands. 91 f the Proſpytery? 1 T. 1 21 „ iv. 1 

ſides, the pe repay, were le BY that is, he | 2 

e Cr ders were Biſhops ; as you tay, ſee E 

com 14 the 17th and the 28th; Verſes of | 1 
- 20th chapter of E the Hats, where the y yery. Hage 


that are called Elders | the former yer ſe, Are © M. 
ed Biſhops 0 or. Jverſeers, We ” and the bs ſame * * in 


the n), in the latter. "Be nc th 
Peter, (who, no dobbr, 10 a Bi Ps, if: ever. Fer 
Was one) 6 alls h hi- wiclf, in 1 the. fifth ch apt of 25 
üirlt ite, at the £ rſt Le an Fllr's 1 7 
and, i, is evident from. he 755 verſe th is FR 
the reſbyters. or ders, whom be exhorts 
to Take 1% al 25. of x the” flock; Sth 5 xd i 
the origioal being $T4TNqT42, or the office of a "Br: 
Hob, ſo that we ſt ipfer 10900 the Whole Inge, 
that the 9 th were Biſhops, | and the Ziſhops 
1 Pre yters. This muſt account for the 157 oitle's 


| come TA Ry Why Bn 8 e 


RE 


| forgotten, if they were not the ue as s the Biſhops? ? 


1 


Why ſhould they be forgotten again, when Paul 5 
writing, to the Philippians? For in the firſt verſe of 


the firſt chapter he ſalutes the Sw and 1 1 


no mention is here made of t Prefbyters,” f 
ere are more Biſhops than one in this one reh 


which plainly ſhews that the Bishops or Preſbyters 
were the ſame. —Again, when the apoſtle gave di- 


tections to Tizys about ordainin oy Eve or Preſby- 
0 


$ 


be blameleſs.” Now if : an Elder were not a 
what argument, or . 8 or conne on can 
there be in this reaſon 

theſe kriptore . teſtimonies, without möſpiphy ing 


ter, chap. i. verſe 5, he adds ſonie qualifications 
in the next verſe; and then ſays, “ Fc ar a Ys muſt 
Biſhop, 


From the whole then of 


paſſages to the ſame effect, it is evident ; lat Preſ- 


byters are Biſhops, i in the word. of Go». it Preſ⸗ 
50158 5 might and did ordain; ele the 


PER ..of. © oxdaioing can not on e ipture-grobnds 
Jeniec ig t a8 Pteſbyters, WBO are now 
10 engage in this ſolemnity, — This Was alſo 


the cuſtom of the primitiverchurchz and the nearer 


141 


we app roach to thoſe,” early tlimes | in fimpli- 


eity, t q better. I thoſe days the Paſtor, of 
one congregation, was the Biſhop; that congrega- 
tion Was his dioceſe; the Whole dioceſe therefore 


met for ;vorthip i in one place; and they had but 
one communion- table for this diele. | When the 


. congregation. encreaſed, and' became too 9 8 0 | 


for one perſon to miniſter to them in the whole 


ſtoral office, he had other aſſiſtants; all of 0 5 - 


were alike Preſbyters with himſelf, holding one 


po the ſame office as to the work of the miniſtry ; 
pt . e in point of the * of 


=» 


+ 


o 


— 


4 


- fltitely committed.” „. 12. 


that people, the original Paſtor, being conſidered 
as having the ſpecial care of the congtegation im- 
mediately committed to him, was called the Epiſ- 
copus, Biſhop, or Overſeer, and his aſſiſtants were 


called the Preſpyters or Elders. Juſt as the paro- 


chial miniſter of à congregation now and his cu- 


rates have one and, the ſame office in the church 


in general, and can only be conſidered as having 
a different ene that reſpective congregation 
in particulaf. Every one knows how corruption 
ſoon after got into the church; apd thoſe that 


read eccleſiaſtical hiſtory cannot be igngrant. that 
primitive ſimplicity was in after-ages ſuperſeded. by 
C160 B04 113 enn HOT SOMTUIR ING 230 3164tT & 

che pride wi ſucceeding prelates; who, 
inſtead of feeding the flock, lorded it over Gop's 
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n LA 164 Aen. 28 92 1 n 2" hr, . 
heritage, * Having ſpoken'6f, nd, 1 truſt, ſuffi 
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be folldwing *Quotations - from that celebrated Bee 
wrote by the. late Lord Chancellor Aug, entitled, * A En- 


uiry into the Conſtitution, Diſcipline, Unity and Worſhip of 
« | Primi tive Charch: NT. tee within the firſt Three 
Hundred Years after! CRR TSH: faithfülly collected out of the 
extant Writings of thoſe Ages” are ſo very pertinent on this 
head, and fo clearly ilfuſtrate this ſubjeR;, that it may be no Teſs 
entertaining than ioſtruQiye to inſert them in this place. 


cons of thoſe churches there gathered.” p. 106. 
„ The Biſhop was the proper Paſtor and 'Miniſter-of his 
Pariſh, to whoſe care the ſouls of that church were more imme - 


The firſt converts of every place made Biſhops and Dea- 


TT HLH 


ol | 


FCC 


There was but one Biſhop ſtrictly ſo called, in a church at 
b time, who was thus related to his flock.” P. 124. 


t 
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ciemly proved our * of ordidation, we will p 
eced tu nenen We of i, "6a take 06+ 
Night 305 batls 22 on e ö 


2 a; - 3 +, 4 KA 5 I * 5 4 | ®.. 
ie as 21 Ni * W340 aid 3 * 2 


r I 2 


"an to, a 23 , for 1 ancient 
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e 1 was 100 one C 
dioceſes are never faid to contain churches in "the plural, "bor 
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only a chureh in he fingutar.” . 15. 8 | 
oY The word ' diocefe never "ofed tat a inp, . cure, bat a 

1 pariſbi no „ e ee 5. 15. gs - : 
1 ; A. All the pe F a dioceſe every 1 2 net in or one © place 

for bras AIG 95 Y rery Find e Mp. ue pl: 80 5 

. N communion DEE adi e = w Wut vim 

| RE Yectived the 885 wo d oo * A i hel | 

: 5 37 85 ot 5 9951} 0 a. It 


ny cc ls fre 900 


5. 1 vis 


eſhyter. viz. . per gens holy orders, : 
right to OP” whole LY of a 


Kavi il 


ſo inferior to og in ** aQual — of TE eccleſiaſtical N 
comwiſſion,. yet, they had the n rhe Bi- 
ſhops, and ſo were not af a diſtinc order. Agent hr ns, 
Akremhten As el a Biſhops ordained; 155 1% 0, 1 05 100 . 4 
2.46 Preſbyters ſopplied the! iplace of an abſent Biſhop." p. G4. 


rattle 0-27 nan 


eee d eee 5. og 


1#* 37 oP 


of Epheſus, 4s 20, 28, and the biſon s of Fa, 1 1. 1. 
e 


6% It is Pipe 4 ſaid 55 the ele ae Wir were ne wa | 
Pie eccleſialtical orders, Biſhops and Deacons,” 5. 68. 


„ On an applicatiop of a candidate for the winiſtry, the Pref. 

b * 1 to examine his gifts and valifications, as to 
4 1 hi 
$13 * 8 


. 99 JJ / 


eaſion at ans ſame time 10 touch ſuport our late 
ſece lion, 15 201 to vie sch Je 2410 17 


the. 
3 — * * * * * * < * * — Atannd 


his age eöndiezen — contin, and enderſtand: 5 


42 - 
ing.” p. 84. 2 15 94 


Upon the ba of the Prefbytery, were decla- 

red —— of that function, bot firſt gave a: Tee their 
abilities i in inferior eccleſiaſtic 1 9775 ſo: proceeded: by _ 5 
1 n N eee ths 

1 — 1 c { tt: 1 * 

% Then follows "their. 28a) e in, Wat weden 
church, not that they were only ordained. far that particular 
l but 7 . it they. were ae, a rhe er Fins ante 
verial.“ p. f * $1; 3 ; 


« Tbe formal igen wo by pode 0 Wir aſt 
& the iſhop and Preſbyters of the pariſh where, they were or- 
dained, 1 Tim. 4. 14. be was then deemed td have ſufficient 
N eee office of a Preſbyter. e 
\ 3 a 1211 ty; 1G liesen ine (Ort 
Bisnors and Prsszrrzns. EK od 
functions of religion were ſolely entry Red to the 
miniſters of the church, the Zifups,and the Profiions 
two appellations which, in their firſt origin, appear, ti have 
ſtinguiſhed the ſame office and the ſame order. of perſons, © The 
name of Preſbyter a. Fe of their age, or rather their 
gravity and wiſdom. e title of Biſhop denoted their inſpec- 
over the faith and 'manners' of the chriſtians who" were 
committed to theirpaſtorat care, In proportion tothe ref] 
tive numbers of the faithful, a larger or ſmaller number of 
cpiſt opal Prifbyreri gaided each infant congregation with 
authority; and with united counſels. Gibbon VOPR and all 
bol the Roman Empire.” ch. 18. p. 584. Ns 18910 
„ee alſo o Hooker's Ecel, Polity.” Bu . 
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" ' Such, Was the mild and FO conſtitution by. which the 
iſtians 


1 
| 
| 
t . 
} 


F 


\ IF 5 * 


Here I muſt beg y ou; brethren, to take a ſhort 
N of the revival of the Power of godlineſs 
ä 1 that 
| cli eres thon io yean after the death of 

the apoſites.” 1 
e Every ſoeicty ben within elf FEY 1 


dent republic 2 and although the moſt diſtant of theſe little ſtates 
maintained) mutual as Welb as; friendly intercourſe of letters 


and deputations, the chriſtian world was not yet connected by 
any ſupreme 3 or Iegillative alſembly. As the numbers 
of the faitBfel were pradually moltiplied, they diſcovered the 
advantages that might reſalt from a cloſer union of their intereſt 
nod defgns. It was ſoon eſtabliſhed as a cuſtom and as a law, 
that the Biſhops of the gener churches ſhould meet in the 
capital of the province at the ſtated periods of, f au- 
tmn. Their deliberations were Salle d by * res 5 
diſtinguiſhed „„ i. cd RY 


. «© Theitdecrees,/: which were ſtiled eabons, reg I” every | 


* controverſy of faith and diſcipline.” Cases, + 155 | 


<<, 15. 927 r Ss 2 : EO" ae Þ 


be prelates of the third century impercepribly-chavzed 
the language of erhottation inrs en d contre, 8 Ge 
&, . . Ne 5 +" 5, 1 115 {4 1 Fl. | EAT 1 45 — 


2 
« +404 110 10 2 25 5 de bas TIES . % 15 ale ai? 
443; 3 You a 


1. Mera orentra be. pur adn 30 e, 


The 8 which at Grit had deſtroyed the equality. af 
the. Preſbyters,, — among the Biſhops a pre · eminence of 
rank, and from thence a ſuperiotiiy. of juriſdiction. The * 
af perpetual preſidents in ey councils of each province was.c 
ferred, on the Biſhops of the principal. city; and theſe «Ojiog 


<= ſoon acquired the Jofty'titles of Metropolitans and 
rimates, ſecretly prepared themſelves to uſurp over their epif- 


% * | 


h 
5 


umed above the college of Preſbyters .” Gibbon, p. 588. 


Eng 5. 269. 57. 1 115 1 Eceleſ. * # 19. 
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al brethren the ſame authority which the Biſho _ had fo lately _ 
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that began to take place in this kingdom above 
forty years ago. Every one knows, that hen tha 
eminent Servant. of Jzsvs, and champion forte 
truth, Mr. # Biteſieid, came out as ſuch a pub᷑⸗- 
lick witneſs, our noble Patroneſs, that mother in 
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% Nor was it long W emulation of pre eminence and 

power prevailed among the Metropolitans themſelyes; each f 

them affecting to diſplay, in the moſt pompous terms, the tem- 

poral honors and advantages of the city over which he preſided $ 

the numbers and opulence'of the chriſtians, 'who were ſybje&'to 

their paſtoral care, &c. From every cauſe either of à civil or 

eceleſiaſtical nature, it was eaſy to foreſee that Rame muſt enjoy 
the reſpect, and would ſoon claim the obedience of the proxinces. 1 
The ſociety of the faithful bore a juſt proportion to the capital 
of the empire; and the Roman church was the greateſt, the moſt _ 

numerous, and in regard to the Weſt, the moſt ancient of all the _ 
chriſtian eſtabliſhments.” Gibbon, p. 588. © 1 


But the moſt perfect equality of freedom requites the direc- 

ting hand of a ſuperior magiſtrate; and the order of public: delis _* 

berations ſoon introduces the office of 2 preſident, inveſted. at 

leaſt with the authority of collecting the ſentiments, and of exe 

cuting the refolutions of the aſſembſy. A regatu for the public 

tranquility, which would ſo frequently have heen interrupted by 

annual or occafional elections, induced the primitive chriftians 

to couſtitute an honorable and perpetual magi WA and. t 1980 

chuſe one of the wiſeſt and moſt . e 4 yrers 'to ' ; 

execute, during his life, the düties of their ecclefia ical-gover+ : 

nor. It was under theſe 'circomſtances that the to title of 

Biſhop began to raiſe itſelf above e e eee P 

Preſby ter; and whilſt the latter remained the moſt natural diſtine : — 
tion for the members of every chriſtian ſenate, the f mer Was ap- | 
 Propriated to the dignity of its new preſident.— Ie i needleſs" to 

obſerve, that the'prous and humble Preſbyters, who were firſt . 3 

dignified with the epiſcopal title, could not poſſeſe, and would | 
| Probably have rejected, the power. and pomp which now | 

n tiara of the Roman Pontiff, or the” mitre of 1 

erman Prelate.” Gibbon, p. l 207: $31,3* 4© BD, 121 | 
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1 | him,” ſtood by him, and ſupported him 


wich all her influence. Her {Ladyſhip' being now 


abſent from us, I may be permitted to make a few 


remarks on this head, wich fear of offending her 
delicacy would have prevented if ſhe had been 


preſent. Diſregarding her ſex, her rank, her for- 


tune, the whole world know ſhe has devoted all 
_ the is, and all ſhe has, for forty years and upwards, 
to the ſame glorious cauſe. This kingdom, as 
well as foreign parts, are witneſſes for her. Thou- 

ſands and tens of thouſands have reaſon to bleſs 


Gop to eternity on her account. She has been long 
running her chriſtian race, and is not yet overcome 


nor faint, but {fill purſuing. When I conſider 

bo far we are all outdone by this faithful, zea: 

| _—_ and elect Lady, 1 am aſhamed of my 
I need not ſpeak of the chapels her Ladyſhip has 

that when ſome young men were expelled from 

Oxford for; the dreadful, offences. of Iinging, pray- 


Eos owe 2 


ing--and--expounding// the ſcriptures, ſhe opened a 


4 college, where ſerious ſtudents were received, edu- 


cared; aii every way maintained at het ſole ex- 
n 6 1 * 09 men 1 „ n bg £2 
pence. Theſe, as their gifts encreaſed, and oppor- 


. tunity fervedy were ſent out from her college from 


time to time to preach the goſpel in various parts, 


to the cob verfon bf thouſands'who had been ſit- 

ring in darkneſs and. the ſhadow of death: aid fo 
that the Loxb was with them, it was indifferent to 
their noble parroneſs and to themſelves; whether 

8 they preachd in churches or meetings, in privare 


"divine 


uſes, or-on the highways and hedges (Ie heiß 


| Tehced. Her Ladythip then Rep 
cu gap, and Ahe the goſpel Here, w 
= Je a ang gue of ſatan. But hat w ng Hon 


*S 16 che eng, 


0 be fearteit'! 10 ſbeep *withwige "77 = 
"Was. this" hape, and org "tpi | 
_ "Fequence' of” this, to be mut up? A minif 


80048 to G68, EY * e, We have" Te 
= 'EStrimiſlion Fre Sit Hedl f K 
"From the Shep wt 12 Biſhop oflſduls, v6? 
All the werd, and -preach the gaſpel to-every-crea- 


ture, Nay, we were even charged in the name 


be 


Side PER rt apoſtles) mo fog 


| bh mountains, on ſea ſhores, or 10 the f en 
one Hrannid; journeying ald, Ie them, From 


eſty to city, from town to town, aud from vil 


Ful found. At length, When bis” hole 


. Tenet for che golpel, it is well Kyown 18 
gl” 


poſed” 


iniſters who undertook it Wers 9 ed 
nip" 


9k 


Tequence ? Her right Was called in g 


= Po of the miniſters ſent by ber W hl þ 
| were cited to che Spirinial Chi, is it is Calle 
tried, and filericed,” one. after . and ſo, 


doubt, it was to go on mee pio y, With 

Ay the Were . "Wh 
to de done 7 the cauſe of C 
ſotred'?* Were e people e 1 


e wr | 
l to be do- 
gected, 571 


1 lage to villa 44 by which means 'thoufands 1 1 
Off earth, an a glorious cloud, bf ice "8 
3 ark in che faich, have heat and oi 
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Par fays, yon "hall tick" Pied det oily: 
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1 Jon ai not preach here 
er in this are ber ele to the 


of, | yur Loxp Jesus CR 187, "at the time 
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4 into | 


of our 
ordi- 
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ofdination,. to to ſeek For. Canon's ſheep. that are i 
diſperſed abroad, and for his children WhO ate in 
the midit of this naughty world, that they might 
he ſaved through CnRIs r for ever.. Shall, we 
then be .confined,,to..4 ſingle pariſh of perhaps a 
mile or two in ci cumfefence? Shall we con- 
5 the e to 4 few. individuals, or 
| 8 of even n f. Wade on” 


. 


7 cas At once, 1 6 would ar 5 on 53 
Canis 1 in all of them. My life is ſhort, is un- 
certain; 1 would work whillt it is day, before the 
. night cometh, wherein. we canuot. work. Woe 
'be; unto us if we preach not the goſpel, whereſoeyer \ 
and whenſover we have opportunity, though all 
the powers of earth and hell combine againſt we 
herein we have glorious. precedents: dhe diſei- 
ples. of old were Cited too. before their nee 
8 Fe 3 they were, threatened,. im- 
riſoned, 5 beaten with many Wei they were 
forbid. to, ſpeak. any 9 in the 2 ESUS. 
Bat were they diſcouraged, were they alfrighted, 
. dit they forbear, 0. p reach 2, No, they went out 
from the council, dice chat e they were counted 
worth to ſuffer, for La game of Issus.“ 9 "+9 il 
ſtagce thus $ 2s our affairs were ; one miniſter 
 - lenced. after Werber, and all threatened; nothing 
5 "could, be done in ſupp are, of the. cauſe of 9D» ; 
+ VP99.,our FO: ;Princ)ples, but to He, 95 more 
. 1 . E Do 6 1 
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wy: withdraw from the eſtabliſhment 3; and cons | 
tinue to maintain under the Toleration-Act the 
doctrines of the church of England, whilſt we could 
got in conſcience; ſubmit. to many of her canons, 
or that part of her diſcipline which we judge 
to be an human impoſition on the conſcience; - 
| 1 unreaſonable, arbitrary, and unſeriptural. This 
3 act el ſeeeding, as an individual; for my own part 
; | Luhadyno objettion! to; having for ſome years 
counted it my duty to quit my parochial charge: 
as well as my privilege to concur with and als 
Fry my Lady Huntingdon in her grand deſign of 
ſpreading the goſpel more extenſively, than when © 
cireumſetibed within ſo narrow a ſphere as a tins 
gle: pariſh; / whilſt it is too notorious that 
many of the miniſters on the eſtabliſhment nei: 
ther preach nor believe the doctrines of; the refor- 
mation; but though they ſubſcribe to them as a 
paſſport to ordination, or to preferment one day, 
make no ſcruple to reprobate them the next; for- 
getting that if they were falſe, they ought not, as 
honeſt men, to ſubſeribe to them; and if they 
were trug, they ought not, as honeſt men, to-preach _ 
'againft them. Thus the blind leading the blind, 
and both falling into the ditch, I ſaw my way clear 
to devote myſelf to the more general and exten- 
ive ſervices of the goſpel in this connection 
| _ wherein I-count it my honour to ſpend and to be 
Tow; and intend (thro: grace) to live and to die. 
Called upon then in the preſent exigeney, Ida- 
hed not decline the taſk; however unprecedented - 
and hazardous the undertaking might be, and 
however obnoxious to the bigotted of all parties; 
but aſſured of its * the Lonp' s cauſe, look- 
212 18 * 


bur for myſelf, I have e cs 1 cannot" get 


| > 
ing to him for direction, and deaning upon him 
"yu 0 800 i: oy, agg ge en 0 me Men 


matter en #ecofiity- p ob, previouty 
| had ſome ſoruples of conſcirnce reif 

. of the church - ſervice, (though 1 adm che 

reſt of it) 1 had declined ſome offers in ther- 

Kabliſnment; and (with? ny ſoruples): muſt] hace 

been à diſhoneſt man to acdept * the heit 


preferment in it. I have nothing to ſn 2 
others; they moſt and ought: to ink —_ 


Tor themſelves: it is not- for me 'to! condi = 


them; to their own maſter they ee dor falle 


over.” Ie may not be improper on the preſent o- 
Leaſion to ſtate an jaſtanee or two: In „ | 
_ "omial- office, / how: can I ſay that every chad: 
Haptize 7 i. ares of > — Hoh 5% Can 1 
_ think that every perſon I meet in the ſtreets of 
this city 8 regenerate: becauſe baptized in their 


| : : infancy? I cannot. Again; Ttah 1 ſay of every 


in the burial ſervicef if they were .bapri- 
OE Led, and did hot dye encommugicate, or by lay- 
ng violent hands on themſelves, that I commit 
them to the grave in ſure and certain bope M a re- 
Jurreſtiom unto eternal life, giving chunles for 
4 K 5 9 this, though wy 
85 were 
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| was 0 OI 198 the 2 of 22887 | 
blaſphemy itſelf 3 1 cangor d0 it. jet every 


D takes any preferment therein, mult, 1 05 . 


labouring under theſe difficulties? ] cannot, I 


1 . 


man that is ardaiged in the eftabliſhment, or 1 


ſent and conſent t all and every 
Bock af Commap- Prayer: Can Pa 
ſeientiouſly, whillt impreſſed with 1 


nat: This ſtep therefore; of ſegeſſſog was; then 
on conſcientious principles; nor need ve be 
ſhamed- of it, or fear N the world 1. 9 — 


face, equally regardleſs, of the e of of 145 +. 5 


lacy: an the one hand, or of natrom: 7 4 
getry op the other; whill Ms ig che 
of Gon, that we have herein 

and gadly ſiacerit j n gle. eye to ont 
Maſter's glory; ſeeking no bono. ut what come 
from him, nor ambitigus af any prefermengs... but 


the reproach of his croſs. If He is hut with, vs. we 


want nothing more.—But it may. aſked, 
do you then uſe any part of the charts cervice 


from which vou have feceded ? I anſwer, beeguſe - 
_ ye object to ſome. part of it, we do nor 


10 all: Nay we like. very much of it, partie 
= that part which We uſe in the 11 
ing and evening ſervice. The majority of gur 
| congregation 100 in general like to jd in it. Nox 
be our conduct. herein more inconſiſtent with 9 as 
principles or profeſſion, than was that. | 
_—_ reformers, - — extracted much of our pre- 
ſent church · ſervice from the Romiſh . liturgy.z they - 
doo what they th — the OV" 1 8 * 
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Ving never before had ſuch à public call 
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clearly to ſtate the whole matter before you, and 


to Obviate every objection; T confeſs it has been 
unpretdeditated upon the whole ; but ſince I came 


into the chapel it ſtruck me forcibly, that upon 
this occaſion it was proper, and indeed expe- 
dient, to inform you not only of the nature and 
necefficy of the ſeceſſion, but of all the other 


_ ſteps I have taken notice of, leading to it, and 
- conſequent Upon it; and this plain) and expli- 
- citly, in order to Juſtify our proceedings herein 

in the fight of Gob and man. Truſting, there- 
fore, my attempt to do it has been attended 
With conviction to your minds; and requeſting 
Four forgiveneſs for taking up ſo much of your . 
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the ordination immediately to rake place; wherein = 
he Be the Lon, who Was aſcended : up on 
high, and gives gifts unto men, particularly pa- 
tors and teachers, for the perfecting of the ſaints 
for the Work of the mipiſtry, aud for the edi- 
tying of the body of Crr1sr, that He would be 


graciouſly pleaſed to endue "theſe young per 


nos to be, ſer apart to the work of the mini- 
ſttry, with the gifts and grace of the HoLy 'Spigrr, 
that they might not only be priviledged with the 
laying on of hands, but that a divine unction 


might be poured out upon them: making them 


A 


* 
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ndeavoured. 


- 8 24 $ Ss 1 | : ; 5 h . 2 3 | 8 ſs r. * : 
it; we will proceed to the' farther buſineſs be- 
Fg? MH TRI 5:7. 7 br n 
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able miniſters of the New as not ſuf- 
fering them to be aſhamed; of the goſpel of 
Car1sT, nor ſhunning to declare the whole coun- 
ſel of Gop, but wiſe to win fouls, and abun- 
dantly ſucceſsful in whatſoever part of the vine- 
ard they may be called to labour, determining, 
through grace, to ſpend and be ſpent in the Re- 


deemer's ſervice ; concluding his prayer in words 5 


to this effect, Lokp, without Thee we can- 
not go, but let thy preſence be with us, and We 
will go. Here, in the face of this congrega- 
tion, we dedicate afreſh. our bodies, fouls; and 
ſpirits to th. ſervice, _ Bleſs, O bleſs us with ſim- 
plicity and fait fulneſs, with zeal and ſucceſs; and 
hou ſhalt have all the praiſe, and glory, a 
THER, Sox, and TEE Onder, Or A en 


5 more. Amen.“ % A ob 
: | . 8 by N 3 


= - Mr. Wills 1 Mr. 7. er a6 tt; to 
the laying on of hands on the head of each.candi- 
date according to ſeniority, putting the Bible into 
_ the hand of each perſon ſucceſſively, and alternately, 
addreſſed them one by one, ſaying, ,** Take thou 
<< authority to preach the word af Gop, and to 
„ adminiſter His appointed ordinances, in the 


; 40 name of the FATHER, . of: the. e 2 


i * of the Hour Se N 


* 14 


Mr. Taylor ten Wes out he laſt 6 rt of the 5 
rofith hymn. 
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ia * hearts be | N 
_"Oftred op in fach and prayer. 3 
| Wo © blefs them; bleſs, O bleſs them 

| Now, henceforth, for evermore. 4 


Tete laſt words, Breſs, 0 bleſs them, tein 
with great life, and attended with uncommon 
er, every perſon ſeeming to Join heartily in 


cal. ns 12 N es K aver: 2 tcl 
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Mir. Wits this + gave WY ain I 
7 hich Was ded 55 St. Paul's exhortation ta 
"Timothy, fir 6% K Epiſtle, ath Chapter, 16th Verſe. 

ö 8 Take heed unto thyſelf, and to thy doctrihe: 
= - die Lontinue in them; for, in doing this, thou 
108 ET 6 de both ſave . ol them Pp * 
| 1 i | by 6c : ge.“ | 
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1 . 20 conſe . as 3 were da HAS hs 
. nec 25 Kae ſet apart for the more immedi- 
1 fvice of Gop in the work of the ihiftry; he 
CE IR E. it lay upon him (his dear brother Taylor having 
wy  _ Yeclned this part of the office) to give them a 
=. "Word of Exhortation ſuitable to the important octh- 
—_ bes! which he ſhould: deduce from the paſſage 
| „ Juſt cited. 6 rom whence: he ock vecalion to : 
3 Ar, 8 „ i 


| [ 15 . 1. Tha "in were to 8 heed eee 


- #4 Reſpecting the 1 of grace on their own | 
hearts, and ſecret communion with'Gop. Here be 
IR" that he TRIES From what he and others 

| 4 KEW 


o 
Ou 9 x — 


* Wb, 
F 


/ 


* : 
} 


e . 71 1 | 
knew of them, 25 Mell as from 8 | 
tions, that” there was no reaſon to doubt the Lonn 


| had: begun-and was. carrying on a work of grace, 
effectual ſaving grace within chem. He therefore 


; urged upon them the neceſſity of diligence in pri- 


 vats exerciſes, in order to a growth in grace and 
perſonal holineſs: that they were to lie law-at te 
F bis maſter and their maſter. that under aa 


humbling ſenſe of their oha inſufficiency, wa of 
his love, power and faithfulneſs,” chey might feel 
| and acknowledge with the apoſtle, in life, ang a "I. 
| "MOR grace mie whas I an.” 


_ In regard to their private Audiche: That 4 
FE remember they had a great work before 
them. and might well cry out wich St. Paul WO 
is ſufficient for theſe things? Therefore, in order 


idk 


: to be workmen that need not to be aſhamed, they 


muſt not only be diligent in their ſtudies and pres 
| ations for their miniſtratioas, not only be con» 
Tr in reading and meditating on the Holy Scrip». 
tures contained. in that divine and beſt of all books, 

the Bible; but, above all, be praying for that e 
that cometh down. from above, and the cont : 
3nfluengr of that. Spirit, who alone can guide us 
Into all truth. That it is not by the learniog of 
the ſchools and philoſophy (however uſeful in their 
Pct) but by che ſecret add-powerful illumination 
and teachings of God- the Horn Guosn, they 
would Niles ſpiritual things, underſtand the my 
ſteries of the kingdom of heaven, and become able 
miniſters of the. New Teſtament; then, though 
55 they were illizeratey like Peter and the teſt of the 


1 yet LEES ad e 
n 1 
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they might ſtand before councils; and not be TY | 


_ eds yea, with the ſame. power of Gop' reſtir 


. them, they would mene re their #gverſariex 


8 8 them to Rane, 


Tx 
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not to be one thing in the pulpit, and another 
ching out of it. But᷑ that it became them, yea it 
vas incumbent upon them to adorn the doctrine of 


Soy their Savior in all things; and not only to 


bring no reproach . the goſpel by a looſe walk, 


but in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity to have their 
converſation in the world; that they might be 
blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of 'God, 5 


rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe ge- 
neration, amongſt whom they ſhould ſhines as Hl 
in the world. That whilſt they | preached 'abour | 


the fruits of the ſpirit, they were not to con- 


tradict that doctrine in their lives not to be 
heady and high minded, but walk in all lowlineſs 
and humility ; not lording it over Gop's heritage, 
or making a wvre te hed diſtinction between rich and 
r, in ſpiritual concerns; foraſmuch as with the 

| yp, there is no reſpect of perſons; but the ſoul 
„ of a beggar is as precious in his ſight, as chat of 3 
prince. That they were not to court worldly ca- 

_ , Tefſes, nor be deterred by worldly fears; whe that 
0 ahey ſhould tread the ſmiles' of the world under 
bone we bp the wn we of it under the other; in 
a word, t ers to In W Ow _—_ les , 
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_— As to the matter Sg Thatic ſhould conſiſt - 
5 of all-the truths of the goſpel, and that they ſhould 


not ſhun to declare the whole council of Gov. 
That as they could not prize the Lon, our Cove- 
 nant-Gop, too high, they were to declare ſovereign 
grace and mercy to be the ſource of every bleſſing 


in time and eternity; and the everlaſting love df 


-Gop to be that river, the ſtreams {whereof make 
glad the city of our Gop: neither could they de- 
baſe the creature too lo. They were to inſiſt on 


every man being deſiled by Alam ſin, and charge- 
able with Adam” 5s gvilt;- by whoſe diſobedience all 


were made ſinners, and are now born in iniquity. 


They were to hold forth therefore as well the doc- 
trine of original as of actual ſin, and that all were 


guilty before Gon, nor can in their natural 


; and apoſtate ſtate be farther from Go, without 


being in hell. But that, though they have de- 
ſtroyed themſelves, there is help for the deſtitute, 
and mercy for the miſerable, in InOVAH- Irsus, 


tte Loxp our Righteouſneſs. Here they were to 
maintain the eſſential gloridus doctrine of his God 


head againſt all Arians and Socinians: for if he be 


only a creature, yea if he be not the mighty God, 
Soy over all bleſſed for ever, yea if "the fulneſs of the 


"Godhead did not dwell in him bodily, there is an 


end of all our hopes; our. ſalvation» falls to the 
ground; and our ſtate is as deſperate as that of the 
-devils, for whom there is no remedy. The union 


therefore of his divine and human nature in one 
perſon, the virtue of his blood for atonement, and 


. S "the: compleatneſs of his obedience for juſtification, 
e mut * ever in * all _ W 


*. 
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| whilſt they are inſiſting on the one hand on juli IN 
tation by faith alone, againſt the Armiman-leaven, 
of mixing faith and works, grace and free will, 
nis r and the creature: they /ſhould bear their 
continual: teſtimony againſt the abominable doctrine 
of Antinomians; who would turn the grace of Gop 
into wäntonneſs, and make Curisr the miniſter of 
nin, I trembie (he ſaid) at their horrid 5 ö 
this doftrine of devils, as it came from hell, leads : 
a allo back 80 bell. Therefore maiatain the tceſſity 
of a new birth and regeneration of the Spirit of 
| Gon, - becauſe no one can be in JESUS Curr 
without being a new creatures no one can enter into 
the kingdom of Gop without being born again 9 
the: HoLy: Guos r. His influences therefore muſt 
be e ter urged, and his various offices held forth as \ 
eſſential to the experience of a child of Gon, whe- 
ther in enlightening and convincing, conyerting 
and ſanctiſying, domforting, witneſſing, and ſealing 
the elect to the day of redemption. Forget at 
the neceſũity of the Spirit's application of the pto- 
miſes to the heart, and be not aſhamed to declare f 
his TITER DO! un we are e. "3 | 
& Nec Fee. 5 
| Asad, (0 Sw a no e particulars) —_ 
7h 8 gloripus, doctrine of final perſeverance; and 
d oppoſition to any, who held that we may be 
children of Gon co day, and of the devil tomog- - 
_ 04 chest we may be partakers of grace to d,, 
und be caſt into heil tomorrow; take care that ye i 
_ declare chat none hall be able to pluck CHB Is rs 
ep our of his band, not ſeparate them from his 
| dude ee We hall be alſo; a b 
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caſe He lives; they ſhall live alſo; . 


thoſe whom the Fararr hath given him ſhall in 


the appointed time receive the kingdom prepated 
for them before the foundation of the mor 


cauſe whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo 

called, and whom he called, them he alſo juſtified, 
and whom he juſtified, them he alſe glorified. 
This is to determine to know! nothing but Ins 


CnxisT* and him erueified; to glory in nothing 


Y n 
1 


dann, a to their memer of precebing. 


+. 4 3-4 Uo It He | 


"Ther it 3» Kings,” not with enticing whiter 


"rink s wiſdom; nor to uſe ſuch language as the 
common people, which make up rhe bulk of the 
congregations, cannot underſtand. That = | 


fhovid particularly guard againſt this ' ſnare,” as 
pride is ſo apt to ereep into the pulpir, as well as to 
follow the preacher when he'romes out ebe In this 

reſpect, ſaid he, I would rather unleurn what I had 
acquired in the ſchools of literature and of ſeience, 
than V to the people as it were in an/unknown 
ton It would be wrerrhed trifling to 
gui, if out neighbout's houſe-were on fire at 


midnight. Therefore he beſought them for Gos 


fake; and for pretious ſouls fake, do be plain ho- 
neſt; fairhful ;- nor to corrupt the word of God, 
handling it deceitfully, but by manifeſtatiom of 
. e eee 5 e 
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As in the ſight of n. wow. That Micir 
preaching. ſhould. be experimental, remembering 
that head- knowledge was of no avail, that ſpecu- 
ative religion and mere opinions, however ortho- 1 
dox, would never carry one ſou] to heaven, but 8 
an heartfelt experimental knowledge of the truth 1 
as it is in Jz$8vs, by the teaching of the HoLy ; 
nos; ſeeing the kingdom of Gop in the hearts 9 
of his people is not in word only, but alſo in 1 
power, and in the HoLy Gnosr, and in much _ 
aſſurance. That it ſhould be [zealouſly and 
affectionately, not with indifference or coldneſs, 
but with an earneſtneſs and energy becoming the 
importance of the ſubject, and a:; tendernefs of 
addreſs; proving moſt effectually that the love 1 
def fouls was moſt deeply at heart. This, ſaid 'F i 
be, is the preaching Gop will bleſs; and Whüſtt 
vou are going out of ſelf and reſting on Jesus, 
the more unction from above you may e Y 
and the more ſucceſs will attend your labours. 
That though they were not to deſpiſe human 1 
learning in its proper place, they ſhould count 
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it their higheſt privilege (with re 1 
the Maſter's feet, and thus would they become 5 
ſſtceribes inſtructed to the kingdom of heaven. 

That they muſt indeed be . — and per- 1 


ſecuted, and what would be found hardeſt to 
fleſh and blood, be counted fools: for CHRIS T's 3 
Aake; but if the Lon ſmiles, let the ng 
frown: the: * were even forbad to ſpeak 1 
in the name of Jzsvs; and ſome of our ie OS f 
'thren, ſaid he, have been forbidden to ſpeak. „ 
from 7his pulpitr; but whilſt the Lonxp is on 
our He, we have nothing to fear, yea, we re- 
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Joice, and will rejoice. There is a day coming 
when our enemies ſhall- be put to ſilence, and 
Gop will avenge his own cauſe, ' and publickly 
own his own people: nay, and He will be with 
them to the end of the world. Arduous, there 


fore, as the work is, they were aſſured of His 


aſſiſting, protecting, and bleſſing them in it here; 


and When the Chief Shepherd hall appear, 


ſhall receive a crown of glory chat fadeth not 
away. With theſe views, how could they bur 
be faithful ? Yea, ſays he, every word” yourſelves 
have declared to day, every member of this con- 
gregation, every ſtone” of this building will wir⸗ 
neſs againſt you; if you are found unfaithful co 
the office you have now taken upon you. But 

I hope better things of you; and chings which _ 
accompany ſalvation: wherefore 1 conclude with 


the apoſtle's words, And now, brethren, I 
„ commend you to God, and to the word of 
* his grace, which is able to build you up, and 


<« to give you an inheritance among all them 
« winch. are ſancibes.” OH 

The charge being ended, and it being now 
two o'clock, the ſervice having already taken up 


five hours (though the utmoſt eagerneſs of at- 


tention and ſolemaity continued to the laſt) it 


was thought expedient to defer the ſermon which 
was to have been preached by Mr. Taylor, till 
the evening; and to diſmiſs the congregation in 
general for the preſent, with a ſhort. prayer and 

the uſual. benediction, after ſinging the 28 7th 
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. Bleſſings 
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| Mefings bor erer an the Lass. 
Who bore the curſe She wretched LY 617 Sg 
| "Lex _ ung „ lacred Bachs. 
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The 5 7 after admi- 
iſtered to thoſe that remained, the young mini- 


tens regeipiog firſts, then the cee m Thus 
s moſt ſolemn 


concluded the whole ſervice, on 


RD was experienced 
many bleſſings were beſtowed. 
| and Han of gy church; and 
it been one ibe days. of ide jon. F man, 
never to be bahn by us to all eternit r. 
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